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DISSERTATION

ON THOSE PERSONS WHO RETURN TO EARTH BODILY,

THE EXCOMMUNICATED,

THE OUPIRES OR VAMPIRES, VROUCOLACAS, ETC.

CHAPTEK I.

THE RESURKECTION OF A DEAD PERSON IS THE WOKK OF OOD ONLY.

After having treated in a separate dissertation on

the matter of the apparitions of angels, demons, and

disembodied souls, the connexion of the subject invites

me to speak also of the ghosts and excommunicated

persons, whom, it is said, the earth rejects from her

bosom ; of the vampires of Hungary, Silesia, Bohemia,

Moravia, and Poland ; and of the vroucolacas of Greece.

I shall report first, what has been said and written

of them ; then I shall deduce some consequences, and

bring forward the reasons or arguments that, may be

adduced for, and against, their existence and reality.

The revenans of Hungary, or vampires, which form

the principal object of this dissertation, are men who

have been dead a considerable time, sometimes more,

sometimes less ; who leave their tombs, and come and

disturb the living, sucking their blood, appearing
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to them, making a noise at their doors and in their

houses, and lastly, often causing their death. They

are named vampires, or oupires, which signifies, they

say, in Sclavonic, a leech. The only way to be de-

livered from their haunting, is to disinter them, cut

off their head, impale them, burn them, or pierce their

heart.

Several systems have been propounded to explain

the return and apparition of the vampires. Some

persons have denied and rejected them as chimerical,

and as an effect of the prepossession and ignorance

of the people of these countries, where they are said to

return.

Others have thought that these people were not

really dead, but that they had been interred alive, and

returned naturally out of their tombs.

Others believe that these people are truly dead, but

that God, by a particular permission or command,

permits or commands them to come back to earth, and

resume for a time their own body ; for when they are

exhumed, their bodies are found entire, their blood

red and fluid, and their limbs supple and pliable.

Others maintain that it is the demon who causes

these revenans to appear, and by their means does all

the harm he can both to men and animals.

In the supposition that vampires veritably resusci-

tate, we may raise an infinity of difficulties on the

subject. How is this resurrection accomplished? Is

it by the strength of the revenant, by the return of his

soul into his body ? Is it an angel, is it a demon who
reanimates it ? Is it by the order, or by the permission

!
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of God that he resuscitates ? Is this resurrection

voluntary on his part, and by his own choice ? Is it

for a long time, like that of the persons who were

restore d to life by Jesus Christ ? or that of persons

resuscitated by the Prophets and Apostles ? Or is it

only momentary, and for a few days and a few hours,

like the resurrection operated by St. Stanislaus upon

the lord who had sold him a field ; or that spoken of in

the life of St. Macarius of Egypt, and of St. Spiridion,

who made the dead to speak, simply to bear testimony

to the truth, and then left them to sleep in peace,

awaiting the last, the judgment day.

First, I lay it down as an undoubted principle, that

the resurrection of a person really dead is effected by

the power of God alone. No man can either resus-

citate himself, or restore another man to life, without a

visible miracle.

Jesus Christ resuscitated himself, as he had promised

he would ; he did it by his own power ; he did it with

circumstances which were all miraculous. If he had

returned to life as soon as he was taken down from the

cross, it might have been thought that he was not

quite dead, that there was yet in him some remains of

life, that he might have been revived by warming him,

or by giving him cordials and something capable of

bringing him back to his senses.

But he revives only on the third day. He had, as

it were, been killed after his apparent death, by the

opening made in his side with a lance, which pierced

him to the heart, and would have put him to death, if

he had not then been beyond receiving it.
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When he resuscitated Lazarus,* he waited until he

had been four days in the tomb, and began to show

corruption ; which is the most certain mark that a man

is really deceased, without a hope of returning to life,

except by supernatural means.

The resurrection which Job so firmly expected ;

b and

that of the man who came to life on touching the body

of the Prophet Elisha in his tomb ;

c that of the child of

the widow of Shunem, whom the same Elisha restored

to life ;
a that army of skeletons, whose resurrection was

predicted by Ezekiel/ and which in spirit he saw ac-

complished before his eyes, as a type and pledge of the

return of the Hebrews from their captivity at Babylon

;

—in short, all the resurrections related in the sacred

books of the Old and New Testament, are manifestly

miraculous effects, and attributed solely to the Almighty

power of God. Neither angels, nor demons, nor men,

the holiest and most favoured of God, could by their

own power restore to life a person really dead. They
can do it by the power of God alone, who when he

thinks proper so to do, is free to grant this favour to

their prayers and intercession.

» John xi. 39. b Job xxi. 25.

c 1 Kings xiii. 21, 22. d 2 Kings iv.

' Ezek. xxxvii. 1, 2, 3.



CHAPTER II.

OH THE REVIVAL or PERSONS WHO WEEE NOT KEALLY DEAD.

The resuscitation of some persons who were be-

lieved to be dead, and who were not so, but simply

asleep, or in a lethargy ; and of those who were sup-

posed to be dead, having been drowned, and who came

to life again through the care taken of them, or by

medical skill, must not pass for real resuscitations;

they were not dead, or were so only in appearance.

We intend to speak in this place of another order of

resuscitated persons, who had been buried sometimes

for several months, or even several years ; who ought

to have been suffocated in their graves, had they been

interred alive, and in whom are still found signs of life:

the blood in a liquid state, the flesh entire, the com-

plexion fine and florid, the limbs flexible and pliable.

Those persons, who return either by night or by day,

disturb the livings suck their blood, kill them, appear

in their clothes, in their families, sit down to table, and

do a thousand other things ; then return to their graves

without any one seeing how they re-enter them. This

is a kind of momentary resurrection, or revival ; for

whereas the other dead persons spoken of in Scripture

b 3



10 THE PHANTOM WOELD.

have lived, drank, eaten and conversed with other men

after their return to life, as Lazarus, the brother of

Mary and Martha,3 and the son of the widow of

Shunem, resuscitated by Elisha ;

b these appear during

a certain time, in certain places, in certain circum-

stances ; and come no more as soon as they have been

impaled, or burned, or have had their heads cut off.

If this last order of resuscitated persons were not

really dead, there is nothing wonderful in their revisit-

ing the world, except the manner in which it is done,

and the circumstances by which that return is accom-

panied. Do these revenans simply awaken from their

sleep, or do they recover themselves like those who fall

down in syncope, in fainting fits, or in swoons, and who

at the end of a certain time come naturally to them-

selves when the blood and animal spirits have resumed

their natural course and motion.

But how can they come out of their graves without

opening the earth, and how re-enter them again without

its appearing? Have we ever seen lethargies, or swoons,

or syncopes last whole years together ? If people insist

on these resurrections being, real ones, did we ever see

dead persons resuscitate themselves, and by their own
power ?

If they are not resuscitated by themselves, is it by
the power of God that they have,left their graves?

What proof is there that God has anything to do with

it ? What is the object of these resurrections ? Is it to

show forth the works of God in these vampires ? What
glory does the Divinity derive from them ? If it is not

John xii. 2. * 2 Kings viii. 5.
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God who drags them from their graves, is it an angel ?

is it a demon ? is it their own spirit ? Can the soul

when separated from the body re-enter it when it will,

and give it new life, were it but for a quarter of an

hour ? Can an angel or a demon restore a dead man to

life ? Undoubtedly not, without the order, or at least

the permission of God. This question of the natural

power of angels and demons over human bodies has

been examined in another place, and we have shown

that neither revelation nor reason throws any certain

light on the subject.



CHAPTER IV.

CAN A MAN WHO IS REALLY BEAD APPEAR IN HIS OWN BODY?

Ii> what is related ofvampires were certainly true, the

question here proposed would be frivolous and useless

;

they would reply to us directly,—In Hungary, Moravia,

and Poland, persons who were dead and interred a long

time, have been seen to return, to appear, and torment

men and animals, suck their blood, and cause their death.

These persons come back to earth in their own

bodies; people see them, know them, exhume them,

try them, impale them, cut off their heads, burn them.

It is then not only possible, but very true and very

real, that they appear in their own bodies.

It might be added in support of this belief, that the

Scriptures themselves give instances of these appari-

tions: for example, at the Transfiguration of our

Saviour, Elias and Moses appeared on Mount Tabor,a

there conversing with Jesus Christ. We know that

Elias is still alive. I do not cite him as an instance

;

but in regard to Moses, his death is not doubtful ; and

yet he appeared bodily talking with Jesus Christ. The

dead who came out of their graves at the resurrection

of the Saviour,* and who appeared to many persons in

Jerusalem, had been in their sepulchres for several

' Matt. ix. U. * Matt, xxvii. 53.
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years; there was no doubt of their being dead; and

nevertheless they appeared and bore testimony to the

resurrection of the Saviour.

When Jeremiah appeared to Judas Maccabaeus," and

placed in his hand a golden sword, saying to him,

" Receive this sword as a gift from God, with which you

will vanquish the enemies of my people of Israel ;" it

was apparently this prophet in his own person who

appeared to him and made him that present, since by

his mien he was recognised as the prophet Jeremiah.

I do not speak of those persons who were really

restored to life by a miracle, as the son of the widow of

Shunem resuscitated by Elijah; nor of the dead man
who, on touching the coffin of the same prophet, rose

upon his feet, and revived ; nor of Lazarus, to whom
Jesus Christ restored life in a way so miraculous and

striking. Those persons lived, drank, ate, and con-

versed with mankind, after, as before their death and

resurrection.

It is not of such persons that we now speak. I speak,

for instance, of Pierre resuscitated by Stanislaus for

a few hours ; of those persons of whom I made mention

in the treatise on the Apparitions of Spirits, who ap-

peared, spoke, and revealed hidden things, and whose

resurrection was but momentary, and only to manifest

the power of God, in order to bear witness to truth

and innocence, or to maintain the credit of the Church

against obstinate heretics, as we read in various

instances.

St. Martin, being newly made Archbishop of Tours,

c 2 Mace. xiv. 14, 15.
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conceived some suspicions against an altar which the

bishops his predecessors had erected to a pretended

martyr, of whom they knew neither the name nor the

history, and of whom none of the priests or ministers

of the chapel could give any certain account. He

abstained for some time from going to this spot, which

was not far from the city; but one day he repaired

thither, accompanied by a few monks, and having

prayed, he besought God to let him know who it was

that was interred there. He then perceived on his left

a hideous and dirty-looking apparition ; and having

commanded it to tell him who he was, the spectre

declared his name, and confessed to him that he was

a robber, who had been put to death for his crimes and

acts of violence, and that he had nothing in common

with the martyrs. Those who were present heard dis-

tinctly what he said, but saw no one. St. Martin had

the tomb overthrown, and cured the ignorant people of

their superstitions.

The philosopher Celsus, writing against the Chris-

tians, maintained that the apparitions of Jesus Christ

to his Apostles were not real, but that they were simply

shadowy forms which appeared. Origen, retorting his

reasoning, tells him,d that the pagans give an account

of various apparitions of .ZEsculapius and Apollo, to

which they attribute the power of predicting future

events. If these appearances are admitted to be

real, because they are well attested, why not receive

as true those of Jesus Christ, which are related by

ocular witnesses, and believed by millions of persons ?

d Origen. contra Cclsum, lib. i. pp. 123, 124.
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He afterwards relates this history. Aristeus, who

belonged to one of the first families of Proconnesus,

having one day entered a shop, died there suddenly.

The shop-keeper having locked the door, ran directly

to inform the relations of the deceased; but as the

report was instantly spread in the town, a man of

Cyzica, who came from Astacia, affirmed that it could

not be, because he had met Aristeus on the road from

Cyzica, and had spoken to him, which he loudly main-

tained before all the people of Proconnesus.

Thereupon the relations arrived at the shop, with

all the necessary apparatus for carrying away the body

;

but when they entered the house, they could not find

Aristeus there, either dead or alive. Seven years after

he showed himself in the very town of Proconnesus

;

made there those verses which are termed Arimaspean,

and then disappeared for the second time. Such is the

story related of him in those places.

Three hundred and forty years after that event, the

same Aristeus showed himself in Metapontus, in Italy,

and commanded the Metapontines to build an altar to

Apollo, and afterwards to erect a statue in honour of

Aristeus of Proconnesus, adding that they were the only

people of Italy whom Apollo had honoured with his

presence; as for himself who spoke to them, he had

accompanied that god in the form of a crow ; and

having thus spoken, he disappeared.

The Metapontines sent to consult the oracle of

Delphi concerning this apparition; the Delphic oracle

told them to follow the counsel which Aristeus had

given them, and it would be well for them; in fact,
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they did erect a statue to Apollo, which was still to be

seen there in the time of Herodotus ;
e and at the same

time, another statue to Aristeus, which stood in a small

plantation of laurels, in the midst of the public square

of Metapontus. Celsus made no difficulty of believing

all this on the word of Herodotus, though he refused

credence to what the Christians taught of the miracles

wrought by Jesus Christ, related iu the Gospel and

sealed with the blood of martyrs. Origen adds, What
could Providence have designed in performing for this

Proconnesian the miracles we have just mentioned?

What benefit could mankind derive from them ?

Whereas, what the Christians relate of Jesus' Christ

serves to confirm a doctrine which is beneficial to the

human race. We must, then, either reject this story

of Aristeus as fabulous, or ascribe all that is told of it

to the work of the evil spirit.

e Herodot. lib. iv.



CHAPTER VII.

THE REVENANS OR VAMPIRES OF MORAVIA.

I have been told by the late Monsieur de Vassimont,

counsellor of the Chamber of the Counts of Bar, that

having been sent into Moravia by his late Royal High-

ness Leopold, first Duke of Lorraine, for the affairs

of the Prince Charles his brother, bishop of Olmutz

and Osnaburgh, he was informed by public report,

that it was common enough in that country to see

men who had died some time before, present them-

selves in a party, and sit down to table with persons of

their acquaintance without saying any thing ; but that

nodding to one of the party, he would infallibly die

some days afterwards. This fact was confirmed by

several persons, and amongst others by an old cure,

who said he had seen more than one instance of it.

The bishops and priests of the country consulted

Rome on so extraordinary a fact ; but they received no

answer, because, apparently, all those things were

regarded there as simple visions, or popular fancies.

They afterwards bethought themselves of taking up

the corpses of those who came back in that way, of

burning them, or of destroying them in some other
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manner. Thus they delivered themselves from the

importunity of these spectres, which are now much

less frequently seen than before. So said that good

priest.

These apparitions have given rise to a little work,

entitled, Magia Posthuma, printed at Olmutz, in

1706, composed by Charles Ferdinand de Schertz,

dedicated to Prince Charles of Lorraine, Bishop of

Olmutz and Osnaburgh. The author relates, that in

a certain village, a woman being just dead, who had

taken all her sacraments, she was buried in the usual

way in the cemetery. Four days after her decease,

the inhabitants of this village heard a great noise and

extraordinary uproar, and saw a spectre, which ap-

peared sometimes in the shape of a dog, sometimes in

the form of a man, not to one person only, but to

several, and caused them great pain, grasping their

throats, and compressing their stomachs, so as to suf-

focate them. It bruised almost the whole body, and

reduced them to extreme weakness, so that they be-

came pale, lean and attenuated.

The spectre attacked even animals, and some

cows were found debilitated and half dead. Some-

times it tied them together by their tails. These

animals gave sufficient evidence by their bellowing of

the pain they suffered. The horses seemed overcome

with fatigue, perspired profusely, principally on the

back ; were heated, out of breath, covered with foam,

as after a long and rough journey. These calamities

lasted several months.

The author whom I have mentioned examines the
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affair in a lawyer-like way, and reasons much on the

fact and the law. He asks, if, supposing that these

disturbances, these noises and vexations, proceeded from

that person who is suspected of causing them, they can

burn her, as is done to other ghosts who do harm to the

living. He relates several instances of similar appa-

ritions, and of the evils which ensued ; as of a shepherd

of the village of Blow, near the town of Kadam, in

Bohemia, who appeared during some time, and called

certain persons, who never failed to die within eight

days after. The peasants of Blow took up the body of

this shepherd, and fixed it in the ground with a stake

which they drove through it.

This man when in that condition derided them for

what they made him suffer, and told them they were

very good to give him thus a stick to defend himself

from the dogs. The same night he got up again, and

by his presence alarmed several persons, and strangled

more amongst them than he had hitherto done. After-

wards, they delivered him into the hands of the exe-

cutioner, who put him in a cart to carry him beyond

the village and there burn him. This corpse howled

like a madman, and moved his feet and hands as if alive.

And when they again pierced him through with stakes

he uttered very loud cries, and a great quantity of

bright vermilion blood flowed from him. At last he

was consumed, and this execution put an end to the

appearance and hauntings of this spectre.

The same has been practised in other places, where

similar ghosts have been seen; and when they have

been taken out of the ground they have appeared red,
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•with their limbs supple and pliable, without worms or

decay; but not without great stench. The author cites

divers other writers, who attest what he says of these

spectres, which still appear, he says, very often in the

mountains of Silesia and Moravia. They are seen by

night and by day ; the things which once belonged to

them are seen to move themselves and change their

place without being touched by any one. The only

remedy for these apparitions is to cut off the heads and

burn the bodies of those who come back to haunt

their old abodes.

At any rate they do not proceed to this without a

form of justicial law. They call for and hear the wit-

nesses ; they examine the arguments ; they look at the

exhumed bodies, to see if they can find any of the usual

marks which lead them to conjecture that they are the

parties who molest the living, as the mobility and sup-

pleness of the limbs, the fluidity of the blood, and the

flesh remaining uncorrupted. If all these marks are

found, then these bodies are given up to the executioner,

who burns them. It sometimes happens that the spec-

tres appear again for three or four days after the exe-

cution. Sometimes the interment of the bodies of

suspicious persons is deferred for six or seven weeks.

When they do not decay, and their limbs remain as

supple and pliable as when they were alive, then they

burn them. It is affirmed as certain that the clothes of

these persons move without any one living touching

them ; and within a short time, continues our author,

a spectre was seen at Olmutz, which threw stones, and

gave great trouble to the inhabitants.



CHAPTER VIII.

DEAD PERSONS IN HUNGARY WHO SUCK THE BLOOD OF THE LltlNO.

About fifteen years ago, a soldier who was billeted

at the house of a Haidamaque peasant, on the frontiers

of Hungary, as he was one day sitting at table near

his host, the master of the house saw a person he did

not know come in and sit down to table also with them.

The master of the house was strangely frightened at

this, as were the rest of the company. The soldier

"knew not what to think of it, - being ignorant of the

matter in question. But the master of the house being

dead the very next day, the soldier inquired what it

meant. They told him that it was the body of the

father of his host, who had been dead and buried for

ten years, which had thus come to sit down next to

him, and had announced and caused his death.

The soldier informed the regiment of it in the first

place, and the regiment gave notice of it to the general

officers, who commissioned the Count de Cabreras,

captain of the regiment of Alandetti infantry, to make

information concerning this circumstance. Having gone

to the place, with some other officers, a surgeon and an

auditor, they heard the depositions of all the people

belonging to the house, who attested unanimously that

the ghost was the father of the master of the house,

c 3
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and that all the soldier had said and reported was the

exact truth, which was confirmed by all the inhabitants

of the village.

In consequence of this, the corpse of this spectre was

exhumed, and found to be like that of a man who has

just expired, and his blood like that of a living man.

The Count de Cabreras had his head cut off, and

caused him to be laid again in his tomb. He also took

information concerning other similar ghosts ; amongst

others, of a man dead more than thirty years, who

had come back three times to his house at meal-time.

The first time he had sucked the blood from the

neck of his own brother, the second time from one

of his sons, and the third from one of the servants

in the house ; and all three died of it instantly and

on the spot. Upon this deposition the commissary had

this man taken out of his grave, and finding that, like

the first, his blood was in a fluid state, like that of a

living person, he ordered them to run a large nail into

his temple, and then to lay him again in the grave.

He caused a third to be burnt, who had been buried

more than sixteen years, and had sucked the blood and

caused the death of two of his sons. The commissary

having made his report to the general officers, was de-

puted to the court of the emperor, who commanded that

some officers, both of war and justice, some physicians

and surgeons, and some learned men, should be sent to

examine the causes of these extraordinary events. The
person who related these particulars to us had heard

them from the Count de Cabreras, at Fribouro- in

Brigau, in 1730.



CHAPTER IX.

ACCOUKT OF A VAMPIRE, TAKEN FROM THE JEWISH LETTERS (LEITRES

JUIVES) ; LETTER 137.

We find another instance in the " Lettres Juives,"

new edition, 1738, Letter 137.

" We have just had in this part of Hungary a scene

of vampirism, which is duly attested by two officers of

the tribunal of Belgrade, who went down to the places

specified ; and by an officer of the emperor's troops at

Graditz, who was an ocular witness of the proceedings.

" In the beginning of September there died in the

village of Kisilova, three leagues from Graditz, an old

man who was sixty-two years of age. Three days after

he had been buried, he appeared in the night to his son,

and asked him for something to eat ; the son having

given him something, he ate and disappeared. The

next day the son recounted to his neighbours what had

happened. That night the father did not appear, but

the following night he showed himself, and asked for

something to eat. They know not whether the son gave

him anything, or not; but the next day he was found

dead in his bed. On the same day, five or six persons

fell suddenly ill in the village, and died one after the

other in a few days.

" The officer, or bailiff of the place, when informed of
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what had happened, sent an account of it to the tribu-

nal of Belgrade, which despatched to the village two of

these officers and an executioner, to examine into this

affair. The imperial officer from whom we have this

account repaired thither from Graditz, to be witness of

a circumstance which he had so often heard spoken of.

" They opened the graves of those who had been dead

six weeks. When they came to that of the old man,

they found him with his eyes open, having a fine colour,

with natural respiration, nevertheless motionless as the

dead; whence they concluded that he was most evi-

dently a vampire. The executioner drove a stake into

his hearty they then raised a pile and reduced the corpse

to ashes. No mark of vampirism was found either on

the corpse of the son, or on the others."-

Thanks be to God, we are by no meansdcredulous.

We avow that all the light which science can throw on

this fact discovers none of the causes of it. Neverthe-

less, we cannot refuse to believe that to be true which is

juridically attested, and by persons of probity. We will

here give a copy of what happened in 1 732, and which

is inserted in the Glaneur, No. XVIII.



CHAPTER X.

OTHER INSTANCES OE GHOSTS—CONTINUATION OE THE G1EANER.

In a certain canton of Hungary, named in Latin

Oppida Heidanum, beyond the Tibisk, vulgo Teiss, that

is to say, between that river which waters the fortunate

territory of Tokay and Transylvania, the people known

by the name of Heyducqs* believe that certain dead

persons, whom they call vampires, suck all the blood

from the living, so that these become visibly attenuated,

whilst the corpses, like leeches, fill themselves with

blood in such abundance that it is seen to come from

them by the conduits, and even oozing through the

pores. This opinion has just been confirmed by several

facts which cannot be doubted, from the rank of the

witnesses who have certified them. We will here

relate some of the most remarkable.

About five years ago, a certain Heyducq, inhabitant

of Madreiga, named Arnald Paul, was crushed to death

by the fall of a wagon-load of hay. Thirty days after

his death four persons died suddenly, and in the same

manner in which, according to the tradition of the

^country, those die who are molested by vampires.

They then remembered that this Arnald Paul had

often related that in the environs of Cassovia, and on

" This story is apparently the same which we related before under

the name of Haidamaque, and which happened in 1729 or 1730.
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the frontiers of Turkish Servia, he had often been tor-

mented by a Turkish vampire ; for they believe also

that those who have been passive vampires during life

become active ones after their death, that is to say, that

those who have been sucked, suck also in their turn

;

but that he had found means to cure himself by eating

earth from the grave of the vampire, and smearing

himself with his blood; a precaution which, however,

did not prevent him from becoming so after his death,

since, on being exhumed forty days after his interment,

they found on his corpse all the indications of an arch-

vampire. His body was red, his hair, nails, and beard

had all grown again, and his veins were replete with

fluid blood, which flowed from all parts of his body

upon the winding-sheet which encompassed him. The

Hadnagi, or bailli of the village, in whose presence

the exhumation took place, and who was skilled in

vampirism, had, according to custom, a very sharp

stake driven into the heart of the defunct Arnald Paul,

and which pierced his body through and through,

which made him, as they say, utter a frightful shriek, as

if he had been alive : that done, they cut oflT his head,

and burnt the whole body. After that they performed

the same on the corpses of the four other persons who
died of vampirism, fearing that they in their turn

might cause the death of others.

All these performances, however, could not prevent the

recommencement of similar fatal prodigies towards the

end of last year, (1732,) that is to say, five years after,

when several inhabitants of the same village perished

miserably. In the space of three months seventeen
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persons of different sexes and different ages died of

vampirism; some without being ill, and others after

languishing two or three days. It is reported, amongst

other things, that a girl named Stanoska, daughter of

the Heyducq Jotiiitzo, who went to bed in perfect

health, awoke in the middle of the night all in a

tremble, uttering terrible shrieks, and saying that the

son of the Heyducq Millo, who had been dead nine

weeks, had nearly strangled her in her sleep. She fell

into a languid state from that moment, and at the end

of three days she died. What this girl had said of

Millo's son made him known at once for a vampire : he

was exhumed, and found to be such. The principal

people of the place, with the doctors and surgeons,

examined how vampirism could have sprung up again

after the precautions they had taken some years before.

They discovered at last, after much search, that the

defunct Arnald Paul had killed not only the four per-

sons of whom we have spoken, but also several oxen, of

which the new vampires had eaten, and amongst others

the son of Millo. Upon these indications they resolved

to disinter all those who had died within a certain

time, &c. Amongst forty, seventeen were found with

all the most evident signs of vampirism ; so they trans-

fixed their hearts and cut off their heads also, and then

cast their ashes into the river.

All the informations and executions we have just

mentioned were made juridically, in proper form, and

attested by several officers who were garrisoned in the

country, by the chief surgeons of the regiments, and

by the principal inhabitants of the place. The verbal
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process of it was sent towards the end of last January

to the Imperial Council of War at Vienna, which had

established a military commission to examine into the

truth of all these circumstances.

Such was the declaration of the Hadnagi Barriarar

and the ancient Heyducqs, and it was signed by Bat-

tuer, first lieutenant of the regiment of Alexander of

Wurtemburg, Clickstenger, surgeon-in-chief of the

regiment of Frustemburch, three other surgeons of the

company, and Guoichitz, captain at Stallach.



CHAPTER XI.

ARGUMENTS OF THE AUTHOR OF THE " LETTRES JUIVES,'' ON THE

SUBJECT OP THESE PRETENDED GHOSTS.

There are two different ways of effacing the opinion

concerning these pretended ghosts, and showing the

impossibility of the effects which are made to be pro-

duced by corpses entirely deprived of sensation. The

first is, to explain by physical causes all the prodigies of

vampirism; the second is, to deny totally the truth

of these stories ; and the latter means, without doubt,

is the surest and the wisest. But as there are persons

to whom the authority of a certificate given by people

in a certain place appears a plain demonstration of the

reality of the most absurd story, before I show how

little they ought to rely on the formalities of the law

in matters which relate solely to philosophy, I will for

a moment suppose that several persons do really die of

the disease which they term vampirism.

I lay down at first this principle, that it may be that

there are corpses which, although interred some days,

shed fluid blood through the pores of their body.

I add moreover, that it is very easy for certain people

to fancy themselves sucked by vampires, and that the

fear caused by that fancy should make a revolution in

their frame sufficiently violent to deprive them of life.



42 THE PHANTOM WORLD,

Being occupied all day with the terror inspired by these

pretended ghosts or revenans, is it very extraordinary,

that during their sleep the idea of these phantoms

should present itself to their imagination, and cause

them such violent terror, that some of them die of it

instantaneously, and others a short time afterwards ?

How many instances have we not seen of people who

expired with fright in a moment ; and has not joy itself

sometimes produced an equally fatal effect ?

I have seen in the Leipsic journals* an account of

a little work entitled, Philosophicce et Christiana; Gogi-

tationes de Vampiriis, a Joanne Christophoro Herenbergio

;

" Philosophical and Christian Thoughts upon Vampires,

by John Christopher Herenberg," at Grerolferliste, in

1733, in 8vo. The "author names a large number

of writers who have already discussed this matter

;

he speaks, en passant, of a spectre which appeared to

him at noonday. He maintains that the vampires do

not cause the death of the living, and that all that is

said about them ought to be attributed only to the

troubled fancy of the invalids; he proves by divers

experiments that the imagination is capable of causing

very great derangements in the body and its humours

;

he shows that in Sclavonia they impaled murderers,

and drove a stake through the heart of the culprit;

that they used the same chastisement for vampires,

supposing them to be the authors of the death of those

whose blood they were said to suck. He gives some

examples of this punishment exercised upon them,

the one in the year 1337, and the other in 1347. He
a Snpplem. ad visu Erudit, Lips. an. 173S. torn. ii.
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speaks of the opinion of those who believe that the

dead eat in their tombs; a sentiment of which he

endeavours to prove the antiquity by the authority of

Tertullian, at the beginning of his book on the Resur-

rection, and by that of St. Augustine, b. viii. c. 27, on

the City of God, and in Sermon xv. on the Saints.

Such are nearly the contents of the work of M.
Herenberg on yampires. The passage of Tertullian b

which he cites, proves very well that the pagans offered

food to their dead, even to those whose bodies had been

burned, believing that their spirits regaled themselves

with it : Defunctis et quidem impensissimo studio, pro

moribus eorum pro temporibus escuhntorum, ut quos

sentire quicquam negant escam desiderare prcesurnant.

This concerns only the pagans.

But St. Augustine, in several places, speaks of the

custom of the Christians, above all those of Africa, of

carrying to the tombs meats and wine, which they

placed upon them as a repast of devotion, and to which

the poor were invited, in whose favour these offerings

were principally instituted. This practice is founded

on the passage of the book of Tobit:—" Place your

bread and wine on the sepulchre of the just, and be

careful not to eat or drink of it with sinners." St.

Monica, the mother of St. Augustine, having desired

to do at Milan what she had been accustomed to do in

Africa, St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, testified that he

did not approve of this practice, which was unknown in

his Church. The holy woman restrained herself to

b Tertull. de Resurrect, initio. c Aug. Confess, lib.'vi. c. 2.
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carrying thither a basket full of fruits and wine, of

which she partook very soberly with the women who

accompanied her, leaving the rest for the poor. St.

Augustine remarks, in the same passage, that some

intemperate Christians abused these offerings by drink-

ing wine to excess : Ne ulla occano se ingurgitandi daretur

St. Augustine,4 however, by his preaching and

remonstrances, did so much good, that he entirely

uprooted this custom, which was common throughout

the African Church, and the abuse of which was too

general. In his books on the City of God,e he avows

that this usage is neither general nor approved in the

Church, and that those who practise it content them-

selves with offering this food upon the tombs of the

martyrs, in order that through their merits these offer-

ings should be sanctified ; after which they carry them

away, and make use of them for their own nourishment

and that of the poor : Quicumque suas epulas eb deferant,

quod quidem a melioribus Ghristianis nonfit, et in plerisque

terrarum nulla talis est consuetude- ; tamen quicumque id

faciunt, quas cum apposuerint, orant, et auferunt, ut ves-

cantur tel ex eis etiam indigentibus largiantur. It ap-

pears, from two sermons which have been attributed to

St. Augustine,' that in former times this custom had

crept in at Borne, but did not long subsist there, and

was blamed and condemned.

d Aug. Epist. 22, ad Aurel. Carthag. et Epist. 29, ad Alip. Item de
Moribus Eccl. c. 34.

' Aug. lib. viii. de Civit. Dei, c. 27.

' Aug. Serm. 35, de Sanctis, nunc in Appendice, c. 5. Serin, exc. cxci.

p. 328.
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Now, if it were true that the dead could eat in their

tombs, and that they had a wish or occasion to eat, as is

believed by those of whom Tertullian speaks, and as it

appears may be inferred from the custom of carrying

fruit and wine to be placed on the graves of martyrs

and other Christians, I have good proof, that in

certain places they spread near the bodies of the dead,

whether buried in the cemeteries or the churches,

meat, wine, and other liquors. I have in my study

several vases of clay and glass, and even plates,

where may be seen small bones of pig and fowls, all

found deep underground in the church of the Abbey of

St. Mansuy, near the town of Toul.

It has been remarked to me that these vestiges found

in the ground were plunged in virgin earth which had

never been disturbed, and near certain vases or urns

filled with ashes, and containing some small bones which

the flames could not consume ; and as it is known that

the Christians did not burn their dead, and that these

vases we are speaking of are placed beneath the dis-

turbed earth, in which the graves of Christians are

found, it has been inferred, with much semblance of

probability, that these vases, with the food and beverage

buried near them, were intended, not for Christians,

but for heathens. The latter, then, at least, believed

that the dead ate in the other life. There is no doubt

that the ancient Gauls e were persuaded of this; they

are often represented on their tombs with bottles in

their hands, and baskets, or drinking vessels and

goblets;11 they carried with them even the contracts

* Antiquitg expliquee, torn. iv. p. 86. h Mela, lib. ii. c. 4.
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and bonds for what was due to them, to have it paid to

them in Hades. Negotiorum ratio, etiam exactio crediti

deferebatur ad inferos.

Now, if they believed that the dead ate in their

tombs, that they could return to earth, visit, console,

instruct, or disturb the living, and predict to them their

approaching death, the return of vampires is neither

impossible nor incredible in the opinion of these

ancients.

But as all that is said of dead men who eat in their

graves and out of their graves is chimerical, and beyond

all likelihood, and the thing is even impossible and

incredible, whatever may be the number and quality of

those who have believed it, or appeared to believe it,

I shall always say, that the return to earth of the

vampires is unmaintainable and impracticable.



CHAPTER XII.

CONTHSITATION OF THE ARGUMENT OF THE "DUTCH GLEANER," OR
" GLANEUR HOLLANDAIS."

On examining the narrative of the death of the pre-

tended martyrs of vampirism, I discover the symptoms

of an epidemical fanaticism; and I see clearly that

the impression made upon them by fear is the true

cause of their death. A girl named Stanoska, say

they, daughter of the Heyducq Sovitzo, who went

to bed in perfect health, awoke in the middle of the

night, all trembling, and shrieking dreadfully, say-

ing that the son of the Heyducq Millo, who had been

dead for nine weeks, had nearly strangled her in her

sleep. From that moment she fell into a languishing

state, and at the end of three days died.

For any one who has eyes, however little philoso-

phical they may be, must not this recital alone clearly

show him that this pretended vampirism is merely the

result of a stricken imagination? A girl awakes

and says that some one wanted to strangle her, and

whose blood nevertheless has not been sucked, since

her cries have prevented the vampire from making

his repast. She apparently was not so served after-

wards either, since, doubtlessly, they did not leave her

by herself during the other nights ; and if the vampire
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had wished to molest her, her moans would have

warned those of it who were present. Nevertheless, she

dies three days afterwards. Her fright and depression,

her sadness and languor, evidently show how strongly

her imagination had been affected.

Those persons who find themselves in cities afflicted

with the plague, know by experience how many people

lose their lives through fear. As soon as a man finds

himself attacked with the least illness, he fancies that

he is seized with the epidemical disease, which idea

occasions him so great a sensation, that it is almost

impossible for the system to resist such a revolution.

The Chevalier de Maifin assured me, when I was at

Paris, that being at Marseilles during the contagion

which prevailed in that city, he had seen a woman die

of the fear she felt at a slight illness of her servant,

whom she believed attacked with the pestilence. This

woman's daughter was sick and near dying.

Other persons who were in the same house went to

bed, sent for a doctor, and assured him they had the

plague. The doctor, on arriving, visited the servant,

and the other patients, and none of them had the epi-

demical disorder. He tried to calm their minds, and

ordered them to rise, and live in their usual way ; but

his care was useless as regarded the mistress of the

family, who died in two days of the fright alone.

Reflect upon the second narrative of the death of a

passive vampire, and you will see most evident proofs of

the terrible effects of fear and prejudice. (See the preced-

ing chapter.) This man, three days after he was buried,

appears in the night to his son, asks for something to
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eat, eats, and disappears. On the morrow, the son

relates to his neighbours what had happened to him.

That night the father does not appear ; but the follow-

ing night they find the son dead in his bed. Who can-

not perceive in these words the surest marks of pre-

possession and fear ? The first time these act upon the

imagination of the pretended victim of vampirism they

do not produce their entire effect, and only dispose his

mind to be more vividly struck by them ; that also does

not fail to happen, and to produce the effect which

would naturally follow.

Notice well that the dead man did not return on the

night of the day that his son communicated his dream

to his friends, because, according to all appearances,

these sat up with him, and prevented him from yielding

to his fear.

I now come to those corpses full of fluid blood, and

whose beard, hair and nails had grown again. One

may dispute three parts of these prodigies, and be very

complaisant if we admit the truth of a few of them.

All philosophers know well enough how much the

people, and even certain historians, enlarge upon things

which appear but a little extraordinary. Nevertheless,

it is not impossible to explain their cause physically.

Experience teaches us that there are certain kinds of

earth which will preserve dead bodies perfectly fresh.

The reasons of this have been often explained, without

my giving myself the trouble to make a particular

recital of them. There is at Thoulouse a vault in a

church belonging to some monks, where the bodies

remain so entirely perfect that there are some which

VOL. II. D
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have been there nearly two centuries, and appear still

living.

They have been ranged in an upright posture against

the wall, and are clothed in the dress they usually

wore. What is very remarkable is, that the bodies

which are placed on the other side of this same vault

become in two or three days the food of worms.

As to the growth of the nails, the hair and the beard,

it is often perceived in many corpses. While there yet

remains a great deal of moisture in the body, it is not

surprising that during some time we see some augment-

ation in those parts which do not demand a vital spirit.

The fluid blood flowing through the canals of the

body seems to form a greater difficulty ; but physical

reasons may be given for this. It might very well hap-

pen that the heat of the sun warming the nitrous and

sulphureous particles which are found in those earths

that are proper for preserving the body, those particles

having incorporated themselves in the newly interred

corpses, ferment, decoagulate, and melt the curdled

blood, render it liquid, and give it the power of flowing

by degrees through all the channels.

This opinion appears so much the more probable

from its being confirmed by an experiment. If you

boil in a glass or earthen vessel one part of chyle, or

milk, mixed with two parts of cream of tartar, the

liquor will turn from white to red, because the tartaric

salt will have rarified and entirely dissolved the most

oily part of the milk, and converted it into a kind of

blood. That which is formed in the vessels of the body

is a little redder, but it is not thicker ; it is, then, not
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impossible that the heat may cause a fermentation

which produces nearly the same effects as this expe-

riment. And this will be found easier, if we consider

that the juices of the flesh and bones resemble chyle

very much, and that the fat and marrow are the most

oily parts of the chyle. Now all these particles in fer-

menting must, by the rule of the experiment, be changed

into a kind of blood. Thus, besides that which has been

decoagulated and melted, the pretended vampires shed

also that blood which must be formed from the melting

of the fat and marrow.

d2



CHAPTEK XIII.

NARRATION EXTRACTED FROM THE "MERCTIRE GA1ENT" OP 1693 AND

1694, CONCERNING GHOSTS.

The public memorials of the years 1693 and 1694

speak of owpires, vampires or ghosts, which are seen in

Poland, and above all in Kussia. They make their

appearance from noon to midnight, and come and suck

the blood of living men or animals in such abundance

that sometimes it flows from them at the nose, and

principally at the ears, and sometimes the corpse swims

in its own blood oozed out in its coflin.a It is said that

the vampire has a sort of hunger, which makes him eat

the linen which envelops him. This reviving being,

or oupire, comes out of his grave, or a demon in his

likeness, goes by night to embrace and hug violently

his near relations or his friends, and sucks their blood

so much as to weaken and attenuate them, and at last

cause their death. This persecution does not stop at

one single person ; it extends to the last person of the

family, if the course be not interrupted by cutting off

the head or opening the heart of the ghost, whose

corpse is found in his coflm, yielding, flexible, swollen,

* V. Moreri on the word gtrygea.
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and rubicund, although he may have been dead some

time. There proceeds from his body a great quantity

of blood, which some mix up with flour to make bread

of; and that bread eaten in the usual manner protects

them from being tormented by the spirit, which returns

no more.



CHAPTEE XIV.

CONJECTURES OF THE " GLANEUR DE HOLLANDE," (DUTCH GLEANER,)

IN 1733, NO. IX.

The Dutch Gleaner, who is by no means credulous, sup-

poses the truth of these facts as certain, having no good

reason for disputing them, and reasons upon them in

a way which shows he thinks lightly of the matter ; he

asserts that the people, amongst whom vampires are

seen, are very ignorant and very credulous, so that the

apparitions we are speaking of are only the effects of

a prejudiced fancy. The whole is occasioned and aug-

mented by the bad nourishment of these people, who,

the greater part of their time, eat only bread made of

oats, roots, and the bark of trees—aliments which can

only engender gross blood, which is consequently much

disposed to corruption, and produces dark and bad

ideas in the imagination.

He compares this disease to the bite of a mad dog,

which communicates its venom to the person who is

bitten; thus, those who are infected by vampirism

communicate this dangerous poison to those with whom
they associate. Thence the wakefulness, dreams, and

pretended apparitions of vampires.

He conjectures that this poison is nothing else than

a worm, which feeds upon the purest substance of man,
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constantly gnaws his heart, makes the body die away,

and does not forsake it even in the depth of the grave.

It is certain that the bodies of those who have been

poisoned, or who die of contagion, do not become stiff

after their death, because the blood does not congeal in

the veins ; on the contraiy, it rarifies and bubbles much

the same as in vampires, whose beard, hair and nails

grow, whose skin is rosy, who appear to have grown

fat, on account of the blood which swells and abounds ,

in them everywhere.

As to the cry uttered by the vampires when the

stake is driven through their heart, nothing is more

natural; the air which is there confined, and thus

expelled with violence, necessarily produces that noise

in passing through the throat. Dead bodies often do

as much without being touched. He concludes that it

is only an imagination that is deranged by melancholy

or superstition, which can fancy that the malady we

have just spoken of can be produced by vampire

corpses, which come and suck away, even to the last

drop, all the blood in their body.

A little before he says, that in 1732 they dis-

covered again some vampires in Hungary, Moravia,

and Turkish Servia; that this phenomenon is too well

averred for it to be doubted ; that several German phy-

sicians have composed pretty thick volumes in Latin

and German on this matter ; that the Germanic Acade-

mies and Universities still resound with the names of

Arnold Paul, of Stanoska, daughter of Sovitzo, and

of the Heyducq Millo, all famous vampires of the

quarter of Mejdreiga, in Hungary.
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Here is a letter which has been written to one of my
friends, to be communicated to me ; it is on the subject

of the ghosts of Hungary ;
a the writer thinks very dif-

ferently from the Gleaner on the subject of vampires.

"In reply to the questions of the Abbe dom Calmet,

concerning vampires, the undersigned has the honour

to assure him that nothing is more true or more certain

than what he will doubtless have read about it in the

deeds or attestations which have been made public, and

printed in all the Gazettes in Europe. But amongst

all these public attestations which have appeared, the

Abbe must fix his attention as a true and notorious

fact on that of the deputation from Belgrade, ordered

by his late Majesty Charles VI., of glorious memory,

and executed by his Serene Highness the late Duke
Charles Alexander of Wirtemberg, then viceroy or

governor of the kingdom of Servia ; but I cannot at

present cite the year or the day, for want of papers

which I have not now by me.

" That prince sent off a deputation from Belgrade,

half consisting of military officers and half of civil, with

the auditor-general of the kingdom, to go to a village

where a famous vampire, several years deceased, was

making great havoc amongst his kin; for note well,

that it is only in their family and amongst their own
relations that these blood-suckers delight in destroy-

ing our species. This deputation was composed of

persons well known for their morality and even their

information, of irreproachable character, and there

There is reason to believe that this is only a repetition of what has
already been said in Chapter X.
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were even some learned men amongst the two orders

;

they were put to the oath, and accompanied by a lieu->

tenant of the grenadiers of the regiment of Prince

Alexander of Wirtemberg, and by twenty-four grena-

diers of the said regiment.

"All that were most respectable, and the Duke
himself, who was then at Belgrade, joined this deputa-

tion, in order to be eye-witnesses of the veracious

proof about to be made.

" When they arrived at the place, they found that in

the space of a fortnight the vampire, uncle of five per-

sons, nephews and nieces, had already dispatched three

of them and one of his own brothers. He had begun

with his fifth victim, the beautiful young daughter of

his niece, and had already sucked her twice, when

a stop was put to this sad tragedy by the following

operations.

"They repaired with the deputed commissaries to

a village not far from Belgrade, and that publicly, at

night-fall, and went to the vampire's grave. The

gentleman could not tell me the time when those who

had died had been sucked, nor the particulars of the

subject. The persons whose blood had been sucked

found themselves in a pitiable state of languor, weak-

ness, and lassitude, so violent is the torment. He
had been interred three years, and they saw on his

grave a light resembling that of a lamp, but not so

bright.

" They opened the grave, and found there a man as

whole and apparently as sound as any of us who were

d3
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present ; his hair, and the hairs on his body, the nails,

teeth, and eyes as firmly fast as they now are in our-

selves who exist, and his heart palpitating.

" Next they proceeded to draw him out of his grave,

the body in truth not being flexible, but wanting

neither flesh nor bone. Then they pierced his heart

with a sort of round, pointed, iron lance ; there came

out a whitish and fluid matter mixed with blood, but

the blood prevailing more than the matter, and all

without any bad smell. After that they cut off his

head with a hatchet, like what is used in England at

executions; there came out also a matter and blood

like what I have just described, but more abundantly

in proportion to what had flowed from the heart.

" And after all this they threw him back again into

his grave, with quick-lime to consume him promptly

;

and thenceforth his niece, who had been twiee sucked,

grew better. At the place where these persons are

sucked a very blue spot is formed ; the part whence

the blood is drawn is not determinate, sometimes it is

in one place and sometimes in another. It is a noto-

rious fact, attested by the most authentic documents,

and passed or executed in sight of more than 1,300

persons, all worthy of belief.

" But I reserve, to satisfy more fully the curiosity of

the learned Abbe dom Calmet, the pleasure of detailing

to him more at length what I have seen with my own

eyes on this subject, and will give it to the Chevalier

de St. Urbain to send to him ; too glad in that, as in

everything else, to find an occasion of proving to him
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that no one is with such perfect veneration and respect

his very humble, and very obedient servant, L. de

Beloz, ci-devant Captain in the regiment of his Serene

Highness the late Prince Alexander of Wirtemberg,

and his Aide-de-Camp, and at this time first Captain of

grenadiers in the regiment of Monsieur the Baron

Trenck."



CHAPTER XV.

AHOTHEK LETTEK ON GHOSTS.

In order to omit nothing which can throw light on

this matter, I shall insert here the letter of a very

honest man, who is well informed respecting ghosts.

This letter was written to a relation.

" You wish, my dear cousin, to he exactly informed of

what takes place in Hungary, concerning ghosts who

cause the death of many people in that country. I can

write to you learnedly upon it, for I have been several

years in those quarters, and I am naturally curious. I

have heard in my lifetime an infinite number of stories,

true, or pretended to be such, concerning spirits and

sorceries, but out of a thousand I have hardly believed

a single one. We cannot be too circumspect on this

point, from the danger of being duped. Neverthe-

less, there are certain facts so well attested that one

cannot help believing them. As to the ghosts of

Hungary, the thing takes place in this manner:—
A person finds himself attacked with languor, loses his

appetite, grows visibly thinner, and, at the end of eight

or ten days, sometimes a fortnight, dies, without fever,

or any other symptom than thinness and drying up of

the blood.
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" They say in that country that it is a ghost which

attaches itself to such a person and sucks his blood.

Of those who are attacked by this malady the greater

part think they see a white spectre, which follows them

everywhere as the shadow follows the body. When
we were quartered among the Walachians, in the ban

of Temeswar, two horsemen of the company in which

I was cornet died of this malady, and several others,

who also were attacked by it, would have died in the

same manner, if a corporal of our company had not put

a stop to the disorder, by employing the remedy used

by the people of the country in such case. It is very

remarkable, and although infallible, I never read it in

any ritual. This is it :

—

" They choose a boy young enough to be certain that

he is innocent of any impurity ; they place him on an

unmutilated horse, which has never stumbled, and is

absolutely black. They make him ride about the ceme-

tery and pass over all the graves ; that over which the

animal refuses to pass, in spite of repeated blows from

a switch that is delivered to his rider, is reputed to be

filled by a vampire. They open this grave, and find

therein a corpse as fat and handsome as if he were

a man happily and quietly sleeping. They cut the

throat of this corpse with the stroke of a spade, and

there flows forth the finest vermilion blood in a great

quantity. One might swear that it was a healthy

living man whose throat they were cutting. That

done, they fill up the grave, and we may reckon that

• the malady will cease, and that all those who had been

attacked by it will recover their strength by degrees,
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like people recovering from a long illness, and who

have been greatly extenuated. That happened pre-

cisely to our horsemen who had been seized with it.

I was then commandant of the company, my captain

and my lieutenant being absent. I was piqued at that

corporal's having made the experiment without me,

and I had all the trouble in the world to resist the

inclination I felt to give him a severe caning— a mer-

chandise which is very cheap in the emperor's troops.

I would have given the world to be present at this

operation ; but I was obliged to make myself contented

as it was."

A relation of this same officer has written me word,

the 17th of October, 1746, that his brother, who has

served during twenty years in Hungary, and has very

curiously examined into every thing which is said there

concerning ghosts, acknowledges that the people of

that country are more credulous and more superstitious

than other nations, and they attribute the maladies

which happen to them to spells. That as soon as they

suspect a dead person of having sent them this illness,

they inform the magistrate of it, who, on the deposition

of some witnesses, causes the dead body to be exhumed.

They cut off the head with a spade, and if a drop of

blood comes from it, they conclude that it is the blood

which he has sucked from the sick person. But the

person who writes to me appears very far from believ-

ing what is thought of these things in that country.

At Warsaw, a priest having ordered a saddler to

make him a bridle for his horse, died before the bridle-

'

was made, and as he was one of those whom they call
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vampires in Poland, he came out of his grave dressed

as the ecclesiastics usually are when inhumed, took his

horse from the stable, mounted it, and went in the sight

of all Warsaw to the saddler's shop, where at first he

found only the saddler's wife, who was frightened, and

called her husband; he came, and the priest having

asked for his bridle, he replied, " But you are dead,

Mr. CureV' To which he answered, " I am going to

show you I am not ;" and at the same time struck him

so hard that the poor saddler died a few days after, and

the priest returned to his grave.

The steward of Count Simon Labienski, starost of

Posnania, being dead, the Countess Dowager de La-

bienski wished, from gratitude for his services, to have

him inhumed in the vault of the lords of that family.

This was done ; and some time after, the sexton, who

had the care of tbe vault, perceived that there was some

derangement in the place, and gave notice of it to the

Countess, who desired, according to the received custom

in Poland, that the steward's head might be cut off,

which was done in the presence of several persons, and

amongst others of the Sieur Jouvinski, a Polish officer,

and governor of the young Count Simon Labienski,

who saw that when the sexton took this corpse out of

his tomb to cut off his head, he ground his teeth, and

the blood came from him as fluidly as that of a person

who died a violent death, which caused the hair of all

those who were present to stand on end; and they

dipped a white pocket-handkerchief in the blood of this

corpse, and made all the family drink some of the blood,

that they might not be tormented.



CHAPTEE XVI.

SRETENDED VESTIGES OP TAMPIEISM IB ANTIQUITY.

Some learned men have thought they discovered

some vestiges of vampirism in the remotest antiquity

;

but all that they say of it does not come near what is

related of the vampires. The lamiae, the strigae, the

sorcerers whom they accused of sucking the blood of

living persons, and of thus causing their death, the

magicians who were said to cause the death of new-

born children by charms and malignant spells, are

nothing less than what we understand by the name of

vampires ; even were it to be owned that these lamiae

and strigas have really existed, which we do not believe

can ever be well proved.

I own that these terms are found in the versions of

Holy Scripture. For instance, Isaiah, describing the

condition to which Babylon was to be reduced after her

ruin, says that she shall become the abode of satyrs,

lamia?, and strigse (in Hebrew, lilith). This last term,

according to the Hebrews, signifies the same thing as

the Greeks express by strix and lamice, which are sor-

ceresses or magicians, who seek to put to death new-

born children. Whence it comes that the Jews are

accustomed to write in the four corners of the chamber
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of a woman just delivered, " Adam, Eve, begone from

hence lilith"

The ancient Greeks knew these dangerous sorceresses

by the name of lamim, and they believed that they

devoured children, or sucked away all their blood till

they died.*

The Seventy, in Isaiah, translate the Hebrew lilith

by lamia. Euripides and the Scholiast of Aristophanes

also make mention of it as a deadly monster, the enemy

of mortals. Ovid, speaking of the strigae, describes

them as dangerous birds, which fly by night, and seek

for infants, to devour them and nourish themselves with

their blood.b

These prejudices had taken such deep root in the

minds of the barbarous people, that they put to death

persons suspected of being strigas, or sorceresses, and

of eating people alive. Charlemagne, in his Capitu-

laries, which he composed for his new subjects," the

Saxons, condemns to death those who shall believe that

a man or a woman are sorcerers (striges esse) and eat

living men. He condemns in the same manner those

who shall have them burnt, or give their flesh to be

eaten, or shall eat of it themselves.

» " Men pransee lamise vivum puerum extrahat alvo.''

Horat. Art. Poet. 340.

b " Carpere dicuntur lactentia viscera rostris,

Et plenum poco sanguine guttur habent,

Est illis strigibus nomen."

c Capital. Caroli Magni pro partibus Saxonise, i. 6 :—"Si quis a Diabolo

deeeptus crediderit secundum morem Paganorum, virum aliquem aut

fceminam strigem esse, et homines comedere ; et propter hoc ipsum

incenderit, vel carnem ejus ad comedendum dederit, vel ipsam come-

derit capitis sententia puniatur."
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Wherein it may be remarked, first of all, that they

believed there were people who ate men alive; that

they killed and burnt them ; that sometimes their flesh

was eaten, as we have seen that in Russia they eat

bread kneaded with the blood of vampires ; and that

formerly their corpses were exposed to wild beasts,

as is still done in countries where these ghosts are

found, after having impaled them, or cut off their

head.

The laws of the Lombards, in the same way, forbid

that the servant of another person should be put to

death as a witch, striae, or tnasca. This last word, masca,

whence mash, has the same signification as the Latin

larva, a spirit, a phantom, a spectre.

We may class in the number of ghosts the one

spoken of in the Chronicle of Sigebert, in the year 858.

Theodore de Gaza d had a little farm in Campania,

which he had cultivated by a labourer. As he was

busy digging up the ground, he discovered a round

vase, in which were the ashes of a dead man ; directly,

a spectre appeared to him, who commanded him to put

this vase back again in the ground, with what it con-

tained, or if he did not do so he would kill his eldest

son. The labourer gave no heed to these threats, and

in a few days his eldest son was found dead in his bed.

A little time after, the same spectre appeared to him

again, reiterating the same order, and threatening to

kill his second son. The labourer gave notice of all this

to his master, Theodore de Gaza, who came himself to

d Le Loyer, des Spectres, lib. ii. p. 427.
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his farm, and had everything put back into its place.

This spectre was apparently a demon, or the spirit of

a pagan interred in that spot.

Michael Glycas e relates that the emperor Basilius,

having lost his beloved son, obtained by means of a

black monk of Santabaren, power to behold his said

son, who had died a little while before ; he saw him

and held him embraced a pretty long time, until he

vanished away in his arms. It was, then, only a phan-

tom which appeared in his son's form.

In the diocese of Mayence, there was a spirit that

year which made itself manifest first of all by throw-

ing stones ; striking against the walls of a house, as

if with strong blows of a mallet ; then talking, and re-

vealing unknown things—the authors of certain thefts,

and other things fit to spread the spirit of discord

among the neighbours. At last he directed his fury

against one person in particular, whom he liked to

persecute and render odious to all the neighbourhood,

proclaiming that he it was who excited the wrath of

God against all the village. He pursued him in every

place, without giving him the least moment of relaxa-

tion. He burnt all his harvest collected in his house,

and set fire to all the places he entered.

The priests exorcised, said their prayers, dashed

holy water about. The spirit threw stones at them,

and wounded several persons. After the priests had

withdrawn, they heard him bemoaning. :himself, and

saying that he had hidden himself under the hood of

e Mich. Glycas, part iv. Annal.
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a priest, whom he named, and accused of having se-

duced the daughter of a lawyer of the place. He con-

tinued these troublesome hauntings for three years, and

did not leave off till he had burnt all the houses in the

village.

Here follows an instance which bears connexion

with what is related of the ghosts of Hungary, who

come to announce the death of their near relations.

Evodius, Bishop of TJpsala, in Africa, writes to St.

Augustine, in 415,f that a young man whom he had

with him, as a writer, or secretary, and who led a life

of rare innocence and purity, having just died at the

age of twenty-two, a virtuous widow saw in a dream

a certain deacon who, with other servants of God, of

both sexes, were ornamenting a palace which seemed to

shine as if it were of silver. She asked who they

were preparing it for, and they told her it was for a

young man who died the day before. She afterwards

beheld in the same palace an old man, clad in white,

who commanded two persons to take this young man
out of his tomb and lead him to heaven.

In the same house where this young man died, an

aged man, half asleep, saw a man with a branch

of laurel in his hand, upon which something was

written.

Three days after the death of the young man, his

father, who was a priest, named Armenius, having

retired to a monastery, to console himself with the

saintly old man, Theasus, Bishop of Manblosa, the de-

ceased son appeared to a monk of this monastery, and
1 Aug. Epist. 658, and Epist. 258, p. 361.
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told him that God had received him among the blessed,

and that he had sent him to fetch his father. In effect,

four days after, his father had a slight degree of fever,

but it was so slight that the physician assured him

there was nothing to fear. He nevertheless took to

his bed, and at the same time, as he was yet speaking,

he expired.

It was not of fright that he died, for it does not ap-

pear that he knew anything of what the monk had

, seen in his dream.

The same bishop, Evodius, relates that several per-

sons had been seen after their death to go and come

in their houses as during their life-time, either in the

night, or even in open day. " They say also," adds

Evodius, " that in the places where bodies are interred,

and especially in the churches, they often hear a noise

at a certain hour of the night, like persons praying

aloud. I remember," continues Evodius, " having

heard it said by several, and, amongst others, by a

holy priest, who was witness to these apparitions,

that they had seen coming out of the baptistry a

great number of these spirits, with shining bodies of

light, and had afterwards heard them pray in the

middle of the church." The same Evodius says, more-

over, that Profuturus, Privus and Servilius, who had

lived very piously in the monastery, had talked with

himself since their death, and what they had told him

had come to pass.

St. Augustine, after having related what Evodius

said, acknowledges that a great distinction is to be

made between true and false visions, and testifies that
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he could wish to have some sure means of justly dis-

cerning between them.

But who shall give us the knowledge necessary

for such discerning, so difficult and yet so requisite,

since we have not even any certain and demonstra-

tive marks by which to discern infallibly between true

and false miracles, or to distinguish the works of

the Almighty from the illusions of the angel of

darkness ?



CHAPTEE XX.

GHOSTS IN LAPLAND.

Vestiges of these ghosts are still found in Lapland,

where it is said they see a great number of spectres,

who appear among those people, speak to them, and eat

with them, without their being able to get rid of them

;

and as they are persuaded that these are the manes or

shades of their relations who thus disturb them, they

have no means of guarding against their intrusions more

efficacious than to inter the bodies of their nearest

relatives under the hearth-stone, in order, apparently,

that there they may be sooner consumed. In general

they believe that the manes, or spirits, which come out

of bodies, or corpses, are usually malevolent till they

have re-entered other bodies. They pay some respect

to the spectres, or demons, which they believe roam

about rocks, mountains, lakes, and rivers, much as in

former times the Romans paid honour to the fauns, the

gods of the woods, the nymphs, and the tritons.

Andrew Alciat a says, that he was consulted concern-

ing certain women whom the Inquisition had caused to

be burnt as witches for having occasioned the death of

some children by their spells, and for having threatened

* Andr. Alciat. Parergon Juris, viii. c. 22.
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the mothers of other children to kill these also ; and in

fact they did die the following night of disorders

unknown to the physicians. Here we see again those

strigae, or witches, who delight in destroying children.

But all this relates to our subject very indirectly.

The vampires of which we are discoursing are very

different from all those just mentioned.



CHAPTER XXL

REAPPEARANCE OF A MAN WHO HAD BEEN DEAD EOR SOME MONTHS.

Peter, the venerable a abbot of Clugni, relates the

conversation which he had, in the presence of the

bishops of Oleron and of Osma, in Spain, together with

several monks, with an old monk named Pierre d'Engle-

bert, who, after having lived a long time in his day in

high reputation for valour and honour, had withdrawn

from the world after the death of his wife, and entered

the order of Clugni. Peter the Venerable having come

to see him, Pierre d'Englebert related to him, that one

day, when in his bed and wide awake, he saw in his

chamber, whilst the moon shone very brightly, a man
named Sancho, whom he had several years before sent

at his own expense to the assistance of Alphonso, king

of Arragon, who was making war on Castile. Sancho

had returned safe and sound from this expedition, but

some time after he fell sick and died in his house.

Four months after his death Sancho showed himself

to Pierre d'Englebert, as we have said. Sancho was

naked, with the exception of a rag for mere decency

round him. He began to uncover the burning wood,

as if to warm himself, or that he might be more distin-

Petrus Venerab. Abb. Cluniac. de Miracul. lib.i. c. 28, p. 1293.
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suishable. Peter asked him who he was. "I am,"

replied he, in a broken and hoarse voice, " Sancho, your

servant." " And what do you come here for ?" "I am

going," said he, "into Castile, with a number of others,

in order to expiate the harm we did during the last

war, on the same spot where it was committed : for my

own part, I pillaged the ornaments of a church, and for

that I am condemned to take this journey. You can

assist me very much by your good works ; and Madame,

your spouse, who owes me yet eight sols for the re-

mainder of my salary, will oblige me infinitely if she

will bestow them on the poor in my name." Peter then

asked him news of one Pierre de Fais, his friend, who had

been dead a short time. Sancho told him he was saved.

" And Bernier, our fellow-citizen, what is become of

him?" " He is damned," said he, "for having badly

performed his office of judge, and for having troubled

and plundered the widow and the innocent."

Peter added, " Could you tell me any news of AI-

phonso, king of Arragon, who died a few years ago ?
"

Then another spectre, that Peter had not before seen,

and which he now observed distinctly by the light of

the moon, seated in the recess of the window, said to

him,—" Do not ask him for news of King Alphonso

;

he has not been with us long enough to know anything

about him. I, who have been dead five years, can

give you news of him. Alphonso was with us for some

time, but the monks of Clugni extricated him from

thence. I know not where he is now." Then, address-

ing himself to his companion, Sancho, " Come," said he,

" let us follow our companions ; it is time to set off."
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Sancho reiterated his entreaties to Peter, his lord, and

went out of the house.

Peter waked his wife who was lying by him, and

who had neither seen nor heard anything of all this

dialogue, and asked her the question,—"Do not you

owe something to Sancho, that domestic who was in

our service, and died a little while ago ? " She answered,

" I owe him still eight sols." From this Peter had no

more doubt of the truth of what Sancho had said to

him, gave these eight sols to the poor, adding a large

sum of his own, and caused masses and prayers to be

said for the soul of the defunct. Peter was then in the

World and married ; but when he related this to Peter

the Venerable, he was a monk of Clugni.

St. Augustine relates, that Sylla,b on arriving at

Tarentum, offered there sacrifices to the gods, that is

to say, to the demons; and having observed on the

upper part of the liver of the victim, a sort of crown of

gold, the aruspice assured him that this crown was the

presage of a certain victory, and told him to eat alone

that liver whereon he had seen the crown.

Almost at the same moment a servitor of Lucius

Pontius came to him and said, " Sylla, I am come from

the goddess Bellona. The victory is yours; and as

a proof of my prediction, I announce to you that, ere

long, the Capitol will be reduced to ashes." At the

same time this man left the camp in great haste, and

on the morrow he returned with still more eagerness,

and affirmed that the Capitol had been burnt, which was

found to be true.

1 Lib. ii. de Civ. Dei, cap. 24.

E,3
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St. Augustine had no doubt but that the demon

who had caused the crown of gold to appear on the

liver of the victim, had inspired this diviner, and that

the same bad spirit, having foreseen the conflagration of

the Capitol, had announced it after the event by that

same man.

The same holy doctor relates, after Julius Obsequens

in his Book ofProdigies, that in the open country ofCam-

pania, where some time after the Roman armies fought

with such animosity during the civil war, they heard at

first loud noises like soldiers fighting ; and afterwards

several persons affirmed that they had seen for some

days two armies, who joined battle ; after which they

remarked in the same part as it were vestiges of the

combatants, and the marks of horses' feet, as if the

combat had really taken place there. St. Augustine

doubts not that all this was the work of the devil, who

wished to reassure mankind against the horrors of civil

warfare, by making them believe that their gods being

at war amongst themselves, mankind need not be more

moderate, nor more touched by the evils which war

brings with it.

The abbot of Ursperg, in his Chronicle, year 1123,

says that in the territory of Worms they saw during

many days a multitude of armed men, on foot and on

horseback, going and coming with great noise, like

people who are going to a solemn assembly. Every
day they marched, towards the hour of noon, to a moun-
tain, which appeared to be their place of rendezvous.

Some one in the neighbourhood, bolder than the rest,

c Aug. lib. ii. de Civ. Dei, c. 25.
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having guarded himself with the sign of the cross,

approached one of these armed men, conjuring him in

the name of God to declare the meaning of this army,

and their design. The soldier or phantom replied,

—

" We are not what you imagine ; we are neither vain

phantoms, nor true soldiers ; we are the spirits of those

who were killed on this spot a long time ago. The

arms and horses which you behold are the instruments

of our punishment, as they were of our sins. We are

all on fire, though you can see nothing about us which

appears inflamed." It is said that they remarked in

this company the Count Emico, who had been killed

a few years before, and who declared that he might be

extricated from that state by alms and prayers.

Trithemius, in his Annates Hirsauginses, year 1013, d

asserts that there was seen in broad day, on a certain

day in the year, an army of cavalry and infantry, which

came down from a mountain and ranged themselves on

a neighbouring plain. They were spoken to and con-

jured to speak, and they declared themselves to be the

spirits of those who a few years before had been killed,

with arms in their hands, in that same spot.

The same Trithemius relates elsewhere the appari-

tion of the Count of Spanheim, deceased a little while

before, who appeared in the fields with his pack of

hounds. This count spoke to his cur^, and asked his

prayers.

Vipert, Archdeacon of the Church of Toul, 'contem-

porary author of the Life of the holy Pope Leo IX.

d Trith. Cbron. Hire. p. 155. ad an. 1013.

' Idem, torn. ii. Chron. Hirs. p. 227.
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who died 1059, relates f that some years before the

death of this holy pope, an infinite multitude of persons,

habited in white, was seen to pass by the town of

Narni, advancing from the eastern side. This troop

defiled from the morning until three in the afternoon,

but towards evening it notably diminished. At this

sight all the population of the town of Narni mounted

upon the walls, fearing they might be hostile troops,

and saw them defile with extreme surprise.

One burgher, more resolute than the others, went out

of the town, and having observed in the crowd a man of

his acquaintance, called to him by name, and asked him

the meaning of this multitude of travellers : he replied,

" We are spirits, which not having yet expiated all our

sins, and not being as yet sufficiently pure to enter the

kingdom of heaven, are going into holy places in a

spirit of repentance ; we are now coming from visiting

the tomb of St. Martin, and we are going straight to

Notre-Dame de Farse." The man was so frightened

at this vision, that he was ill for a twelvemonth,—it

was he who recounted the circumstance to Pope Leo IX.
All the town of Narni was witness to this procession,

which took place in broad day.

The night preceding the battle which was fought in

Egypt between Mark Antony and Csesar,s whilst all

the city of Alexandria was in extreme uneasiness in

expectation of this action, they saw in the city what
appeared a multitude of people, who shouted and howled
like bacchanals; and they heard a confused sound of

instruments in honour of Bacchus, as Mark Antony
' Vita S. Leonis Papse. i Plutarch, in Anton.
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was accustomed to celebrate this kind of festivals. This

troop, after having run through the greater part of the

town, went out of it by the gate leading to the enemy,

and disappeared.

That is all which has come to my knowledge con-

cerning the vampires and ghosts of Hungary, Moravia,

Silesia, and Poland, and of the other ghosts of France

and Germany. "We will explain our opinion after this

on the reality, and other circumstances of these sorts of

revived and resuscitated beings. Here follows another

species which is not less marvellous; I mean the excom-

municated, who leave the church and their graves

with their bodies, and do not re-enter till after the

sacrifice is completed.



CHAPTER XL.

Myers systems eor explaining the return or SPIRITS.

The affair of ghosts having made so much noise in

the world as it has done, it is not surprising that a

diversity of systems should have been formed upon it,

and that so many schemes should have been proposed

to explain their return to earth and their operations.

Some have thought that it was a momentary resur-

rection, caused by the soul of the defunct, which re-

entered his body, or by the demon, who re-animated

him, and caused him to act for a while, whilst his

blood retained its consistency and fluidity, and his

organic functions were not entirely corrupted and de-

ranged.

Others, struck with the consequence of such prin-

ciples, and the arguments which might be deduced

from them, chose rather to suppose that these vam-

pires were not really dead; that they still retained

certain seeds of life, and that their spirits could from

time to time re-animate and bring them out of their

tombs, to make their appearance amongst men, take

refreshment, and renew the nourishing juices and ani-

mal spirits by sucking the blood of their near kindred.

There has lately been printed a dissertation on the

uncertainty of the signs of death, and the abuse of
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hasty interments, by M. Jacques Benigne Vinslow,

Doctor, Kegent of the Faculty at Paris, translated,

with a commentary, by Jacques Jean Bruhier, physi-

cian, at Paris, 1742, in 8vo. This work may serve to

explain how persons who have been believed to be dead,

and have been buried as such, have nevertheless been

found alive a considerable time after their funeral obse-

quies had been performed. This will perhaps render

vampirism less incredible.

M. Vinslow, Doctor, and Eegent of the Medical

Faculty at Paris, maintained, in the month of April,

1740, a thesis, in which he asks if the experiments

of surgery are fitter than all others to discover the

signs of uncertain death. He therein maintained that

there are many occurrences in which the signs of

death are very doubtful; and he adduces several in-

stances of persons believed to be dead, and interred as

such, who nevertheless were afterwards found to be

alive.

M. Bruhier, M.D. has translated this thesis into

French, and has made some learned additions to it,

which serve to strengthen the opinion of M. Vinslow.

The work is very interesting, from the matter it treats

upon, and very agreeable to read, from the manner in

which it is written. I am about to make some extracts

from it, which may be useful to my subject. I shall

adhere principally to the most certain and singular

facts ; for to relate them all, we must transcribe the

whole work.

It is known that John Duns, surnamed Scot,a or the

* Duns Scotus.
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Subtile Doctor, had the misfortune to be interred alive

at Cologne, and that when his tomb was opened some

time afterwards, it was found that he had gnawed his

arm.b The same thing is related of the emperor Zeno,

who made himself heard from the depth of his tomb by-

repeated cries to those who were watching over him.

Lancisi, a celebrated physician of the pope Clement XL
relates, that at Rome he was witness to a person of

distinction being still alive when he wrote, who resumed

sense and motion whilst they were chanting his funeral

service at church.

Pierre Zacchias, another celebrated physician of

Rome, says, that in the hospital of the Saint Esprit, a

young man, who was attacked with the plague, fell into

so complete a state of syncope, that he was believed to

be really dead. Whilst they were carrying his corpse,

along with a great many others, on the other side of the

Tiber, the young man gave signs of life. He was

brought back to the hospital and cured. Two days after,

he fell into a similar syncope, and that time he was

reputed to be dead beyond recovery. He was placed

amongst others intended for burial, came to himself a

second time, and was yet living when Zacchias wrote.

It is related, that a man named William Foxley,

b This fact is more than doubtful. Bzovius, for having advanced it

upon the authority of some others, was called Bovius, that is, " Great

Ox." It is, therefore, better to stand by what Moreri thought of it.

" The enemies of Scotus hare proclaimed," says he, "that, having died

of apoplexy, he was at first interred, and, some time after this accident

having elapsed, he died in despair, gnawing his hands. But this

calumny, which was authorized by Paulus Jovius, Latomias, and

Bzovius, has been so well refuted, that no one now will give credit to it."
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when forty years of age," falling asleep on the 27th of

April, 1546, remained plunged in sleep for fourteen

days and fourteen nights, without any preceding malady.

He could not persuade himself that he had slept more

than one night, and was convinced of his long sleep

only by being shown a building begun some days before

this drowsy attack, and which he beheld completed on

his awaking. It is said that in the time of Pope Gre-

gory II. a scholar of Lubec slept for seven years conse-

cutively. Lilius Giraldus4 relates that a peasant slept

through the whole autumn and winter.

c Larrey, in Henri VIII. Eoi d'Angleterre.
d Lilius Giraldus, Hist. Poet. Dialog.



CHAPTER XLIV.

CAN THESE INSTANCES BE APPLIED TO THE HUNGARIAN GHOSTS 1

Some advantage of these instances and these argu-

ments may be derived in favour of vampirism, by

saying that the ghosts of Hungary, Moravia, and

Poland are not really dead ; that they continue to live

in their graves, although without motion and without

respiration; the blood which is found in them being

fine and red, the flexibility of their limbs, the cries

which they utter when their heart is pierced or their

head being cut off, all prove that they still exist.

That is not the principal difficulty which arrests my
judgment ; it is, to know how they come out of their

graves without any appearance of the earth having

been removed, and how they have replaced it as it was

;

how they appear dressed in their clothes, go and come,

and eat. If it is so, why do they return to their

graves ? why do they not remain amongst the living ?

why do they suck the blood of their relations? why

do they haunt and fatigue persons who ought to be

dear to them, and who have done nothing to offend

them ? If all this is only imagination on the part of

those who are molested, whence comes it that these

vampires are found in their graves in an uncorrupted
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state, full of blood, supple, and pliable ; that their feet

are found to be in a muddy condition the day after

they have run about and frightened the neighbours,

and that nothing similar is remarked in the other

corpses interred at the same time and in the same

cemetery ? Whence does it happen that they neither

come back nor infest the place any more, when they are

burned or impaled ? Would it be, again, the imagina-

tion of the living and their prejudices which reassure

them after these executions? Whence comes it that

these scenes recur so frequently in those countries,

that the people are not cured of their prejudices, and

daily experience, instead of destroying, only augments

and strengthens them?



CHAPTER XLVI.

SINGULAR INSTANCE OF A HUKQARIAN GHOST.

The most remarkable instance cited by Rauff" is that

of one Peter Plogojovitz, who had been buried ten

weeks in a village of Hungary, called Kisolova. This

man appeared by night to some of the inhabitants of

the -village while they were asleep, and grasped their

throat so tightly that in four-and-twenty hours it caused

their death. Nine persons, young and old, perished

thus in the course of eight days.

The widow of the same Plogojovitz declared that her

husband since his death had come and asked her for his

shoes, which frightened her so much that she left

Kisolova to retire to some other spot.

From these circumstances the inhabitants of the vil-

lage determined upon disinterring the body of Plogo-

jovitz and burning it, to deliver themselves from these

visitations. They applied to the Emperor's officer,

who commanded in the territory of Gradiska in Hun-

gary, and even to the Cure" of the same place, for

permission to exhume the body of Peter Plogojovitz.

The officer and the Cure" made much demur in

granting it, but the peasants declared that if they

- Kauff, Art. xii. p. 15.
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were refused permission to disinter the body of this

man, whom they had no doubt was a true vampire,

(for so they called these revived corpses,) they should

be obliged to forsake the village, and go where they

could.

The Emperor's officer, who wrote this account, seeing

he could hinder them neither by threats nor promises,

went with the Cure" of Gradiska to the village of

Kisolova, and having caused Peter Plogojovitz to be

exhumed, they found that his body exhaled no bad

smell; that he looked as when alive, except the tip of

the nose ; that his hair and beard had grown, and in-

stead of his nails which had fallen off, new ones had

come ; that under his cuticle, which appeared whitish,

there was a new skin, which looked healthy, and of

a natural colour ; his feet and hands were as whole as

could be desired in a living man. They remarked

also in his mouth some fresh blood, which these people

believed that this vampire had sucked from the men
whose death he had occasioned.

The Emperor's officer and the Cure* having dili-

gently examined all these things, and the people who
were present feeling their indignation awakened anew,

and being more fully persuaded that he was the true

cause of the death of their compatriots, ran directly

for a sharp pointed stake, which they thrust into his

breast, whence there issued a quantity of fresh and

crimson blood, and also from the nose and mouth.

After this the peasants placed the body on a pile of

wood, and saw it reduced to ashes.
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M. Rauff,b from whom we have these particulars,

cites several authors who have written on the same

subject, and have related instances of dead people who

have eaten in their tombs. He cites particularly

Gabril Rzaczincki in his history of the Natural Curio-

sities of the Kingdom of Poland, printed at Sandomir

in 1721.

b Eauff, Art. xxi. p. 14.



CHAPTER XLVII.

REASONINGS ON THIS MATTER.

Those authors have reasoned a great deal on these

events. 1. Some have believed them to be miraculous.

2. Others have looked upon them simply as the effect

of a heated imagination, or a sort of prepossession.

3. Others again have believed that there was nothing

in them all but what was very simple and very natural,

these persons not being dead, but acting naturally

upon other bodies. 4. Others have asserted* that

it was the work of the devil himself; amongst these,

some have advanced the opinion that there were certain

benign demons, differing from those who are male-

volent and hostile to mankind, to which benign

demons they have attributed playful and harmless

operations, in contradistinction to those bad demons

who inspire the minds of men with crime and sin, ill

use them, kill them, and occasion them an infinity

of evils. But what greater evils can one have to fear

from veritable demons and the most malignant spirits,

than those which the ghouls of Hungary inflict on the

persons whose blood they suck, and thus cause to die ?

* Eudiga, Physio. Dur. lib. i. «. 4. Theophrast. Paracela. Georg.

Agricola, de Anim. Subterran. p. 76.
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5. Others will have it that it is not the dead who eat

their own flesh or clothes, but serpents, rats, moles,

ferrets, or other voracious animals, or even what the

peasants call striges? which are birds that devour

animals and men, and suck their blood. Some have said

that these instances are principally remarked in women,

and, above all, in a time of pestilence; but there are

instances of ghouls of both sexes, and principally of

men ; although those who die of plague, poison, hydro-

phobia, drunkenness, and any epidemical malady, are

more apt to return, apparently because their blood

coagulates with more difficulty; and sometimes some

are buried who are not quite dead, on account of the

danger there is in leaving them long without sepulture,

from fear of the infection they would cause.

It is added, that these vampires are known only to

certain countries, as Hungary, Moravia, and Silesia,

where those maladies are more common, and where the

people, being badly fed, are subject to certain disorders

occasioned by the climate and the food, and augmented

by prejudice, fancy, and fright, which are capable of

producing or of increasing the most dangerous maladies,

as daily experience proves too well. As to what some

have asserted, that the dead have been heard to eat and

chew like pigs in their graves, it is manifestly fabulous,

and such an idea can have its foundation only in ridi-

culous prepossessions of the mind.

b Ovid, lib. Ti. Vide Debrio, Disquisit. Magic, lib. i. p. 6, and
lib. ill. p. 355.



CHAPTER XLVIII.

ABE THE VAMPIRES OB REVEJTANS REALLY DEAD?

The opinion of those who hold that all that is related

of vampires is the effect of imagination, fascination, or

of that disorder which the Greeks term phrenesis or

coribantism, and who pretend by that means to explain

all the phenomena of vampirism, will never persuade us

that these maladies of the brain can produce such real

effects as those we have just recounted. It is impos-

sible that on a sudden, several persons should believe

they see a thing which is not there, and that they should

die in so short a time of a disorder purely imaginary.

And who has revealed to them that such a vampire is

undecayed in his grave, that he is full of blood, that

he in some measure lives there after his death? Is

there not to be found in the nation one sensible man

who is exempt from this fancy, or who has soared

above the effects of this fascination, these sympathies

and antipathies—this natural magic? And besides,

who can explain to us clearly and distinctly what these

grand terms signify, and the manner of these operations

so occult and so mysterious ? It is trying to explain a

thing which is obscure and doubtful, by another still

more uncertain and incomprehensible.
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If these persons believe nothing of all that is related

of the apparition, the return, and the actions of vam-

pires, they lose their time very uselessly in proposing

systems and forming arguments to explain what exists

only in the imagination of certain prejudiced persons

struck with an absurd idea ; but, if all that is related,

or at least a part, is true, these systems and these argu-

ments will not easily satisfy those minds which desire

proofs far more weighty.

Let us see, then, if the system which asserts that

these vampires are not really dead is well founded.

It is certain that death consists in the separation of the

soul from the body, and that neither the one nor the

other perishes, nor is annihilated by death ; that the

soul is immortal, and that the body, destitute of its

soul, still remains entire, and becomes only in part

corrupt, sometimes in a few days, and sometimes in a

longer space of time ; sometimes even it remains uncor-

rupted during many years or even ages, either by

reason of a good constitution, as in Hector and

Alexander the Great, whose bodies remained several

years undecayed;* or by means of the art of em-

balming ; or lastly, owing to the nature of the earth in

which they are interred, which has the power of drying

up the radical humidity and the principles of corruption.

I do not stop to prove all these things, which besides

are very well known.

Sometimes the body, without being dead and for-

saken by its reasonable soul, remains as if dead and

* Homer, de Hectare, Iliad XXIV. 411. Plutarch, de Alexandre in

ejus Vita.
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motionless, or at least with so slow a motion and such

feeble respiration, that.it is almost imperceptible, as it

happens in faintings, swoons, in certain disorders very-

common amongst women, in trances—as we remarked

in the case of Pretextatus, priest of Calamis ; we have

also reported more than one instance of persons con-

sidered dead,, and buried as such ; I may add that of the

Abbe" Salin, prior of St. Christopher, 11 who being in his

coffin, and about to be interred, was resuscitated by

some of his friends, who made him swallow a glass of

champagne.

Several instances of the same kind are related."

In the " Causes Celebres," they make mention of a girl

who became enceinte during a long swoon ; we have

already noticed this. Pliny cites d a great number of

instances of persons who have been thought dead, and

who have come to life again, and lived for a long time.

He mentions a young man, who having fallen asleep in

a cavern, remained there forty years without waking.

Our historians e speak of the seven sleepers, who slept

for fifty years, from the year of Christ 253 to 403.

It is said that the philosopher Epimenides slept in a

cavern during fifty-seven years, or according to others,

forty-seven, or only forty years ; for the ancients do

not agree concerning the number of years ; they even

affirm, that this philosopher had the power to detach

his soul from his body, and recall it when he pleased.

The same thing is related of Aristaeus of Proconnesus.

V About the year 1680 ; he died after the year 1694.

c Causes Celebres, torn. viii. p. 585.

d Plin. Hist. Natur. lib. vii. c. 52.

e St. Gregor. Turon. de Gloria Martyr, c. 95.
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I am willing to allow that this is fabulous ; but we

cannot gainsay the truth of several other stories of

persons who have come to life again, after having

appeared dead for three, four, five, six, and seven days.

Pliny acknowledges that there are several instances of

dead people who have appeared after they were in-

terred ; but he will not mention them more particularly,

because, he says, he relates only natural things and not

prodigies—"Post sepulturam quoque visorum exempla

sunt, nisi quod naturae opera non prodigia sectamur."

We believe that Enoch and Elijah are still living.

Several have thought that St. John the Evangelist was

not dead,f but that he is still alive in his tomb.

Plato and St. Clement of Alexandria 8 relate, that

the son of Zoroaster was resuscitated twelve days

after his (supposed) death, and when his body had

been laid upon the funeral pyre. Phlegon says,11 that

a Syrian soldier in the army of Antiochus, after having

been killed at Thermopylae, appeared in open day in

the Roman camp, and spoke to several. And Plutarch

relates,1 that a man named Thespesius, who had fallen

from the roof of a house, came to himself the third day

after he died (or seemed to die) of his fall.

St. Paul, writing to the Corinthians,k seems to sup-

pose that sometimes the soul transported itself without

the body, to repair to the spot where it is in mind or

1 I have touched upon this matter in a particular Dissertation at the

head of the Gospel of St. John.

b Plato, de Kepubl. lib. x. Clemens Alexandr. lib. v. Stromat
h Phleg. de Mirabilis, c. 3.

1 Plutarch, de Sera Numinis Vindicta.

k 1 Cor. xiii. 2.
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thought ; for instance, he says that he has been trans-

ported to the third heaven ; but he adds, that he

knows not whether in the body, or only in spirit

—

" Sive in corpora, sive extra corpus, nescio, Deus scit."

"We have already cited St. Augustine,1 who mentions

a priest of Calamis, named Pretextatus, who, at the sound

of the voices of some persons who lamented their sins,

fell into such an ecstasy of delight, that he no longer

breathed or felt any thing ; and they might have cut

and burnt his flesh without his perceiving it ; his soul

was absent, or really so occupied with these lamenta-

tions, that he was insensible to pain. In swoons and

syncope, the soul no longer performs her ordinary

functions. She is nevertheless in the body, and con-

tinues to animate it, but she perceives not her own

action.

A cure of the diocese of Constance, named Bayer,

writes me word that in 1728, having been appointed to

the cure of Butheim, he was disturbed a month after-

wards by a spectre, or an evil genius, in the form of a

peasant, badly made, and ill-dressed, very ill-looking,

and stinking insupportably, who came and knocked at

the door in an insolent manner, and having entered his

study told him that he had been sent by an official of

the Prince of Constance, his bishop, upon a certain

commission, which was found to be absolutely false.

He then asked for something to eat, and they placed

before him meat, bread, and wine. He took up the

meat with both hands, and devoured it bones and all,

saying, " See how I eat both flesh and bone—do the

1 Aug. lib. xiv. de Civit. Dei, c. 24.
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same." Then lie took up the wine-cup, and swallowed

it at a draught, asking for another, which he drank off

in the same fashion. After that he withdrew, without

bidding the Cure good-bye; and the servant who showed

him to the door having asked his name, he replied,

" I was born at Rutsingen, and my name is George

Raulin," which was false. As he was going down

stairs he said to the Cure in German, in a menacing

tone, " I will show you who I am."

He passed all the rest of the day in the village,

showing himself to everybody. Towards midnight he

returned to the Curb's door, crying out three times in

a terrible voice, "Monsieur Bayer!" and adding, " I will

let you know who I am," In fact, during three years

he returned every day towards four o'clock in the

afternoon, and every night till dawn of day. He
appeared in different forms, sometimes like a water-

dog, sometimes as a lion, or some other terrible animal;

sometimes in the shape of a man, or a girl, when the

Cure" was at table, or in bed, enticing him to licen-

tiousness. Sometimes he made an uproar in the house,

like a cooper putting hoops on his casks; then again

you might have thought he wanted to throw the house

down by the noise he made in it. To have witnesses

to all this, the Cure often sent for the beadle and other

personages of the village to bear testimony to it. The
spectre emitted, wherever he showed himself, an insup-

portable stench.

At last the Cure" had recourse to exorcisms, but they

produced no effect. And as they despaired almost of

being delivered from these vexations, he was advised,
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at the end of the third year, to provide himself with

a holy branch on Palm Sunday, and also with a sword

sprinkled with holy water, and to make use of it against

the spectre. He did so once or twice, and from that

time he was no more molested. This is attested by

a Capuchin monk, witness of the greater part of these

things, the 29th of August, 1749.

I will not guarantee the truth of all these circum-

stances ; the judicious reader will make what induction

he pleases from them. If they are true, here is a real

ghost, who eats, drinks, and speaks, and gives tokens of

his presence for three whole years, without any appear-

ance of religion. Here follows another instance of

a ghost who manifested himself by actions alone.

They write me word from Constance, the 8th of

August, 1748, that towards the end of the year 1746

sighs" were heard, which seemed to proceed from the

corner of the printing-office of the Sieur Lahart, one

of the common-council-men of the city of Constance.

The printers only laughed at it at first, but in the fol-

lowing year, 1747, in the beginning of January, they

heard more noise than before. There was a hard

knocking near the same corner whence they had at

first heard some sighs ; things went so far that the

printers received slaps, and their hats were thrown on

the ground. They had recourse to the Capuchins, who

came with the books proper for exorcising the spirit.

The exorcism completed, they returned home, and the

noise ceased for three days.

At the end of that time the noise recommenced more

violently than before ; the spirit threw the characters
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for printing, whether letters or figures, against the

windows. They sent out of the city for a famous

exorcist, who exorcised the spirit for a week. One day

the spirit boxed the ears of a lad; and again the

letters, &c. were thrown against the window-panes.

The foreign exorcist, not having been able to effect

^anything by his exorcisms, returned to his own home.

The spirit went on as usual, giving slaps in the face

to. one, and throwing stones and other things at an-

other, so that the compositors were obliged to leave

that corner of the printing-office and place themselves

in the middle of the room; but they were not the

quieter for that.

They then sent for other exorcists, one of whom
had a particle of the true cross, which he placed upon

the table. The spirit did not, however, cease dis-

turbing as usual the workmen belonging to the print-

ing-office ; and the Capuchin brother who accompanied

the exorcist received such buffets that they were both

obliged to withdraw to their convent. Then came

others, who, having mixed a quantity of sand and

ashes in a bucket of water, blessed the water, and

sprinkled with it every part of the printing-office.

They also scattered the sand and ashes all over the

room upon the paved floor, and being provided with

swords the whole party began to strike at random right

and left in every part of the room, to see if they could

hit the ghost, and to observe if he left any foot-marks

upon the sand or ashes which covered the floor. They

perceived at last that he had perched himself on the

top of the stove or furnace, and they remarked on the
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angles of it marks of his feet and hands impressed on

the sand and ashes they had blessed.

They succeeded in driving him from thence, and they

very soon perceived that he had slid under the table,

and left marks of his hands and feet on the pavement.

The dust raised by all this movement in the office

caused them to disperse, and they discontinued the

pursuit. But the principal exorcist having taken out

a screw from the angle where they had first heard the

noise, found in a hole in the wall some feathers, three

bones wrapped up in a dirty piece of linen, some bits

of glass, and a hair-pin, or bodkin. He blessed a

fire which they lighted, and had it all thrown in.

But this monk had hardly reached his convent when

one of the printers came to tell him that the bodkin

had come out of the flames three times of itself, and

that a boy who was holding a pair of tongs, and who

put this bodkin in the fire again, had been violently

struck in the face. The rest of the things which had

been found having been brought to the Capuchin con-

vent, they were burnt without further resistance ; but

the lad who had carried them there saw a naked

woman in the public market-place, and on that and the

following days groans were heard in the market-place

of Constance.

Some days after this the printer's house was again

infested in this manner, the ghost giving slaps, throw-

ing stones, and molesting the domestics in divers ways.

The Sieur Lahart, the master of the house, received

a great wound in his head, two boys who slept in the

same bed were thrown on the ground, so that the

VOL. II. K
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house was entirely forsaken during the night. One

Sunday a servant girl carrying away some linen from

the house had stones thrown at her, and another time

two boys were thrown down from a ladder.

There was in the city of Constance an executioner

who passed for a sorcerer. The monk who writes to

me suspected him of having some part in this game ; he

began to exhort those who sat up with him in the

house, to put their confidence in God, and to be strong

in faith. He gave them to understand that the execu-

tioner was likely to be of the party. They passed the

night thus in the house, and about ten o'clock in the

evening, one of the companions of the exorcist threw

himself at his feet in tears, and revealed to him, that

that same night he and one of his companions had been

sent to consult the executioner in Turgau, and that by

order of the Sieur Lahart, printer, in whose house all

this took place. This avowal strangely surprised the

good father, and he declared that he would not continue

to exorcise, if they did not assure him that they had

not spoken to the executioner to put an end to the

haunting. They protested that they had not spoken to

him at all. The Capuchin father had every thing

picked up that was found about the house, wrapped up

in packets, and had them carried to his convent.

The following night, two domestics tried to pass the

night in the house, but they were thrown out of their

beds, and constrained to go and sleep elsewhere. After

this, they sent for a peasant of the village ofAnnanstorf,

who was considered a good exorcist. He passed the

night in the haunted house, drinking, singing, and
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shouting. He received slaps and blows from a stick,

and was obliged to own that he could not prevail

against the spirit.

The widow of an executioner presented herself then

to perform the exorcisms ; she began by using fumiga-

tions in all parts of the dwelling, to drive away the evil

spirits. But before she had finished these fumigations,

seeing that the master was struck in the face and on his

body by the spirit, she ran away from the house, with-

out asking for her pay.

They next called in the Cure" of Valburg, who passed

for a clever exorcist. He came with four other secular

cur6s, and continued the exorcisms for three days,

without any success. He withdrew to his parish, im-

puting the inutility of his prayers to the want of faith

of those who were present.

During this time, one of the four priests was struck

with a knife, them with a fork, but he was not hurt.

The son of Sieur Lahart, master of the dwelling, re-

ceived upon his jaw a Mow from a paschal taper,

which did him no harm. All being of no service, they

sent for the executioner of the neighbourhood. Two
of the persons who went to fetch him were well

thrashed and pelted with stones. Another had his

thigh so tightly pressed, that he felt the pain for a long

time. The executioner carefully collected all the

packets he found wrapped up about the house, and

put others in their room ; but the spirit took them up

and threw them into the market-place. After this, the

executioner persuaded the Sieur Lahart that he might

boldly return with his people to the house ; he did so,

k 2
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but the first night, when they were at supper, one of

his workmen named Solomon was wounded on the foot,

and then followed a great efiusion of blood. They then

sent again for the executioner, who appeared much sur-

prised that the house was not yet entirely freed, but at

that moment he was himself attacked by a shower of

stones, boxes on the ears, and other blows, which con-

strained him to run away quickly.

Some heretics in the neighbourhood, being informed

of all these things, came one day to the bookseller's

shop, and upon attempting to read in a Catholic Bible

which was there, were well boxed and beaten; but

having taken up a Calvinist Bible, they received no

harm. Two men of Constance having entered the

bookseller's shop from sheer curiosity, one of them was

immediately thrown down upon the ground, and the

other ran away as fast as he could. Another person,

who had come in the same way from curiosity, was

punished for his presumption, by having a quantity of

water thrown upon him. A young girl of Augsburg,

a relation of the Sieur Lahart, printer, was chased

away with violent blows, and pursued even to the

neighbouring house, where she entered.

At last the hauntings ceased, on the 8th of February.

On that day the spectre opened the shop-door, went in,

displaced a few articles, went out, shut the door, and

from that time nothing more was seen or heard of it.



CHAPTER L.

INSTANCES OF PERSONS WHO COUID PALI INTO A TRANCE WHEN THEY

PLEASED, AND REMAINED PERFECTLY SENSELESS.

Jebome Cardan says a that he fell into a trance

when he liked; he owns that he does not know if,

like the priest Pretextatus, he should not feel great

wounds or hurts, hut he did not feel the pain of the

gout, or the pulling him ahont. He adds, the priest of

Calarais heard the voices of those who spoke aloud near

him, but as if from a distance. " For my part," says

Cardan, " I hear the voice, though slightly, and without

understanding what is said. And when I wish to

entrance myself, I feel about my heart as it were

a separation of the soul from the rest of my body, and

that communicates as if by a little door with all the

machine, principally by the head and brain. Then I

have no sensation except that of being beside myself."

"We may report here what is related of the Lap-

landers,* who when they wish to learn something that

is passing at a distance from the spot where they are,

send their demon, or their souls, by means of certain

magic ceremonies, and by the sound of a drum which

they beat, or upon a shield painted in a certain manner

;

" Hieron. Cardaaus, lib. nil de Varieiate "Verum, c. 34.

b Olaus Magnus, lib. iii. Epitom. Hist. Septent. Perecer de Variis

Divinat. Generib. p. 282.
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then on a sudden the Laplander falls into a trance, and

remains as if lifeless and motionless sometimes during

four-and-twenty hours. But all this time some one

must remain near him to prevent him from being

touched, or called ; even the movement of a fly would

wake him, and they say he would die directly or be

carried away by the demon. We have already men-

tioned this subject in the Dissertation on Apparitions.

We have also remarked that serpents, worms, flies,

snails, marmots, sloths, &c, remain asleep during

the winter; and in blocks of stone have been found

toads, snakes, and oysters alive, which had been enclosed

there for many years, and perhaps for more than

a century. Cardinal de Retz relates in his Memoirs/

that being at Minorca, the governor of the island caused

to be drawn up from the bottom of the sea by main

force with cables, whole rocks, which on being broken

with maces, enclosed living oysters that were served up

to him at table, and were found very good.

On the coasts of Malta, Sardinia, Italy, &c, they

find a fish called the Dactylus, or Date, because it

resembles the palm-date in form ; this first insinuates

itself into the stone by a hole not bigger than the hole

made by a needle. When he has got in he feeds upon

the stone, and grows so big that he cannot get out

again, unless the stone is broken and he is extricated.

Then they wash it, clean it, and dress it for the table.

It hasthe shape of adate, or of a finger; whence its

name of dactylus, which in Greek signifies a finger.

Again, I imagine that in many persons death is

c Memoirs of Cardinal de Eetz, torn. iii. lib. iv. p. 297.
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caused by the coagulation of the blood, which freezes

and hardens in their veins, as it happens with those who

have eaten hemlock, or who have been bitten by certain

serpents ; but there are others whose death is caused by

too great an ebullition of blood, as in painful maladies,

and in certain poisons, and even, they say, in certain

kinds of plague, and when people die a violent death, or

have been drowned.

The first mentioned cannot return to life without an

evident miracle; for that purpose the fluidity of the

blood must be re-established, and the peristaltic motion

must be restored to the heart. But in the second kind

of death, people can sometimes be restored without

a miracle, by taking away the obstacle which retards or

suspends the palpitation of the heart, as we see in time-

pieces, the action of which is restored by taking away

anything foreign to the mechanism, as a hair, a bit of

thread, an atom, some almost imperceptible body which

stops them.



CHAPTER LI.

APPLICATION OP THE PRECEDING INSTANCES TO VAMPIRES.

Supposing these facts, which I believe to be incon-

testably true, may we not imagine that the vampires

of Hungary, Silesia, and Moldavia, are some of those

men who have died of maladies which heat the blood,

and who have retained some remains of life in their

graves, much like those animals which we have men-

tioned, and those birds which plunge themselves during

the winter in the lakes or marshes of Poland, and of

the northern countries ? They are without respiration

or motion, but still not destitute of vitality. They

resume their motion and activity when, on the return

of spring, the sun warms the waters, or when they are

brought near a moderate fire, or laid in a room of tem-

perate heat : then they are seen to revive, and perform

their ordinary functions, which had been suspended by

the cold.

Thus, vampires in their graves returned to life after

a certain time, and their soul does not forsake them

absolutely until after the entire dissolution of their

body, and when the organs of life, being absolutely

broken, corrupted, and deranged, they can no longer

by their agency perform any vital functions. Whence
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it happens, that the people of those countries impale

them, cut off their heads, burn them, to deprive their

spirit of all hope of animating them again, and of

making use of them to molest the living.

Pliny,* mentioning the soul of Hermotimes, of Cla-

zomene, which absented itself from his body, and re-

counted various things that had been done afar off,

which the spirit said it had seen, and which, in fact,

could only be known to a person who had been present

at them, says that an enemy of Hermotimes, named

Cantandes, burned that body, which gave hardly any

sign of life, and thus deprived the soul of the means

of returning to lodge in its envelop ; " donee cremato

corpore interim semianimi, remeanti animas velut vagi-

nam ademerint."

Origen had doubtless derived from the ancients what

he teaches,* that the souls which are of a spiritual

nature take, on leaving their earthly body, another,

more subtile, of a similar form to the grosser one they

have just quitted, which serves them as a kind of

sheath, or case, and that it is invested with this subtile

body that they sometimes appear about their graves.

He founds this opinion on what is said of Lazarus and

the rich man in the Gospel," who both of them have

bodies, since they speak and see, and the wicked rich

man asks for a drop of water to cool his tongue.

I do not defend this reasoning of Origen ; but what

8 Plin. Hiet. Natur. lib. yii. c. 52.

b Orig. de Kesurrect Fragment, lib. i. p. 35. Uoy. edit. Et contra

Celsum, lib. vii. p. 679.

' Luke xvi. 22, 23.
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he says of a subtle body, which has the form of the

earthly one which clothed the soul before death, quite

resembles the opinion of which we spoke in Chap-

ter IV.

That bodies which have died of violent maladies, or

which have been executed when full of health, or have

simply swooned, should vegetate underground in their

graves ; that their beards, hair, and nails should grow

;

that they should emit blood, be supple and pliant ; that

they should have no bad smell, &c,—all these things do

not embarrass us : the vegetation of the human body

may produce all these effects. That they should even

eat and devour what is about them, the madness with

which a man interred alive must be transported when

he awakes from his torpor, or his swoon, must natu-

rally lead him to these violent excesses. But the grand

difficulty is to explain how the vampires come out of

their graves to haunt the living, and how they return

to them again. For all the accounts that we see sup-

pose the thing as certain, without informing us either

of the way or the circumstances, which would, how-

ever, be the most interesting part of the narrative.

How a body covered with four or five feet of earth,

having no room to move about and disengage itself,

wrapped up in linen, covered with pitch, can make its

way out, and come back upon the earth, and there

occasion such effects as are related of it ; and how after

that it returns to its former state, and re-enters under-

ground, where it is found sound, whole, and full of

blood, and in the same condition as a living body ? this

is the question. Will it be said that these bodies
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evaporate through the ground without opening it, like

the water and vapours which enter into the earth, or

proceed from it, without sensibly deranging its particles ?

It were to be wished that the accounts which have been

given us concerning the return of the vampires had

been more minute in their explanations of this subject.

Supposing that their bodies do not stir from their

graves, that it is only their phantoms which appear to

the laving, what cause produces and animates these

phantoms ? Can it be the spirit of the defunct, which

has not yet forsaken them, or some demon, which makes

their apparition in a fantastic and borrowed body ?

And if these bodies are merely phantomic, how can

they suck the blood of living people ? We always find

ourselves in a difficulty to know if these appearances

are natural or miraculous.

A sensible priest related to me, a little while ago,

that, travelling in Moravia, he was invited by M. Jeanin,

a canon of the cathedral at Olmutz, to accompany him

to their village, called Liebava, where he had been ap-

pointed commissioner by the consistory of the bishop-

ric, to take information concerning the fact of a certain

famous vampire, which had caused much confusion in

this village of Liebava some years before.

The case proceeded. They heard the witnesses, they

observed the usual forms of the law. The witnesses

deposed that a certain notable inhabitant of Liebava

had often disturbed the living in their beds at night,

that he had come out of the cemetery, and had ap-

peared in several houses three or four years ago ; that

his troublesome visits had ceased because a Hungarian
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stranger, passing through the village at the time of these

reports, had boasted that he could put an end to them,

and make the vampire disappear. To perform his pro-

mise, he mounted on the church steeple, and observed

the moment when the vampire came out of his grave,

leaving near it the linen clothes in which he had been

enveloped, and then went to disturb the inhabitants of

the village.

The Hungarian, having seen him come out of his

grave, went down quickly from the steeple, took up the

linen envelops of the vampire, and carried them with

him up the tower. The vampire having returned from

his prowlings, cried loudly against the Hungarian, who

made him a sign from the top of the tower that if he

wished to have his clothes again he must fetch them

;

the vampire began to ascend the steeple, but the Hun-

garian threw him down backwards from the ladder, and

cut his head off with a spade. Such was the end of this

tragedy.

The person who related this story to me saw nothing,

neither did the noble who had been sent as commis-

sioner ; they only heard the report of the peasants of

the place, people extremely ignorant, superstitious and

credulous, and most exceedingly prejudiced on the sub-

ject of vampirism.

But supposing that there be any reality in the fact of

these apparitions of vampires, shall they be attributed

to God, to angels, to the spirits of these ghosts, or to

the devil ? In this last case, will it be said that the

devil can subtilize these bodies, and give them power to

penetrate through the ground without disturbing it, to
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glide through the cracks and joints of a door, to pass

through a key-hole, to lengthen or shorten themselves,

to reduce themselves to the nature of air, or water, to

evaporate through the ground—in short* to put them in

the same state in which we believe the bodies of the

blessed will be after the resurrection, and in which was

that of our Saviour after his resurrection, who showed

himself only to whom he thought proper, and who with-

out opening the doors 4 appeared suddenly in the midst

of his disciples ?

But should it be allowed that the demon could re-

animate these bodies, and give them the power of motion

for a time, could he also lengthen, diminish, rarify, sub-

tilize the bodies of these ghosts, and give them the

faculty of penetrating through the ground, the doors

and windows? There is no appearance of his having

received this power from God, and we cannot even con-

ceive that an earthly body, material and gross, can be

reduced to that state of subtilty and spiritualization

without destroying the configuration of its parts and

spoiling the economy of its structure ; which would be

contrary to the intention of the demon, and render this

body incapable of appearing, showing itself, acting and

speaking, and, in short, of being cut to pieces and

burned, as is commonly seen and practised in Moravia,

Poland, and Silesia. These difficulties exist in regard

to those persons of whom we have made mention, who,

being excommunicated, rose from their tombs, and left

the church in sight of everybody.

We must then keep silence on this article, since it

d John xx. 26.
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has not pleased God to reveal to us either the extent

of the demon's power, or the way in which these

things can be done. There is very much appearance

of illusion ; and even if some reality were mixed up

with it, we may easily console ourselves for our igno-

rance in that respect, since there are so many natural

things which take place within us and around us, of

which the cause and manner are unknown to us.



CHAPTER LII.

EXAMINATION OF THE OPINION THAT THE DEMON FASCINATES THE EYES

OE THOSE TO WHOM VAMPIRES APPEAR.

Those who have recourse to the fascination of the

senses to explain what is related concerning the appa-

rition of vampires, throw themselves into as great a

perplexity as those who acknowledge sincerely the

reality of these events ; for fascination consists either

in the suspension of the senses, which cannot see what

is passing before their sight, like that with which the

men of Sodom were struck a when they could not dis-

cover the door of Lot's house, though it was before

their eyes ; or that of the disciples at Emmaus, ofwhom

it is said " that their eyes were holden, so that they

might not recognise Jesus Christ, who was talking with

them on the way, and whom they knew not again until

the breaking of the bread revealed him to them ;

"
b—

or else it consists in an object being represented to the

senses in a different form from that it wears in reality,

as that, of the Moabites, who believed they saw the

waters tinged with the blood of the Israelites, although

nothing was there but the simple waters, on which the

rays of the sun being reflected, gave them a reddish

• Gen. xix. 2. b Luke xxiy. 16. c 2 Kings iii. 23.
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hue ; or that of the Syrian soldiers sent to take Elisha,4

who were led by this prophet into Samaria, without

their recognising either the prophet or the city.

This fascination, in what way soever it may be con-

ceived, is certainly above the usual power known unto

man, consequently man cannot naturally produce it;

but is it above the natural powers of an angel or a

demon? That is unknown to us, and obliges us to

suspend our judgment on this question.

There is another kind of fascination, which consists

in this, that the sight of a person or a thing, the praise

bestowed upon them, the envy felt towards them,

produce in the object certain bad effects, against which

the ancients took great care to guard themselves and

their children, by making them wear round their neck

preservatives, or amulets, or charms.

A great number of passages on this subject might

be cited from the Greek and Latin authors ; and I find

that at this day, in various parts of Christendom, people

are persuaded of the efficacy of these fascinations.

But we must own three things ; first, that the effect

of these pretended fascinations (or spells) is very

doubtful ; the second, that if it were certain, it is very

difficult, not to say impossible, to explain it; and,

lastly, that it cannot be rationally applied to the matter

of apparitions or of vampires.

If the vampires or ghosts are not really resuscitated

nor their bodies spiritualized and subtilized, as we
believe we have proved; and if our senses are not

deceived by fascination, as we have just seen it ; I doubt

d 2 Kings vi. 19, 20.
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if there be any other way to act on this question than

to absolutely deny the return of these vampires, or to

believe that they are only asleep or torpid ; for if they

truly are resuscitated, and if what is told of their

return be true—if they speak, act, reason—if they suck

the blood of the living, they must know what passes in

the other world, and they ought to inform their rela-

tions and friends of it, and that is what they do not.

On the contrary, they treat them as enemies ; torment

them, take away their life, suck their blood, cause

them to die with lassitude.

If they are predestinated and blessed, whence hap-

pens it that they disturb and torment the living, their

nearest relations, their children, and all that for nothing,

and simply for the sake of doing harm ? If these are

persons who have still something to expiate in purga-

tory, and who require the prayers of the living, why

do they not explain their condition ? Ifthey are repro-

bate and condemned, what have they to do on this

earth ? Can we conceive that Grod allows them thus

to come without reason or necessity and molest their

families, and even cause their death?

If these revenans are really dead, whatever state they

may be in in the other world, they play a very bad part

here.



CHAPTEE LIX.

CONCHTSIOSS OF THIS DISSEKTATION.

To resume in a few words all that we have related

in this dissertation :—we have therein shown that a

resurrection, properly so called, of a person who has

been dead for a considerable time, and whose body was

either corrupted, or stinking, or ready to putrefy, like

that of Pierre, who had been three years buried, and

was resuscitated by St. Stanislaus, or that of Lazarus,

who had been four days in the tomb, and already

possessing a corpse- like smell,—such a resurrection can

be the work of the Almighty power of Grod alone.

That persons who have been drowned, fallen into

syncope, into a lethargy or trance, or looked upon as

dead, in any manner whatever, can be cured and

brought back to life, even to their former state of life,

without any miracle, but by the power of medicine

alone, or by natural efforts, or by dint of patience ; so

that nature re-establishes herself in her former state,

that the heart resumes its pulsation, and the blood

circulates freely again in the arteries, and the vital and

animal spirits in the nerves.

That the oupires, or vampires, or renenans of Moravia,
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Hungary, Poland, &c, of which such extraordinary-

things are related, so detailed, so circumstantial, in-

vested with all the necessary formalities to make them

believed, and to prove them even judicially before

judges, and at the most exact and severe tribunals;

that all which is said of their return to life ; of their

apparition, and the confusion which they cause in the

towns and country places; of their killing people by

sucking their blood, or in making a sign to them to

follow them ; that all those things are mere illusions,

and the consequence of a heated and prejudiced imagina-

tion. They cannot cite any witness who is sensible,

grave and unprejudiced, who can testify that he has

seen, touched, interrogated these ghosts, who can affirm

the reality of their return, and of the effects which are

attributed to them.

I shall not deny that some persons may have died of

fright, imagining that their near relatives called them

to the tomb ; that others have thought they heard some

one rap at their doors, worry them, disturb them, in a

word, occasion them mortal maladies; and that these

persons judicially interrogated, have replied that they

had seen and heard what their panic-struck imagination

had represented to them. But I require unprejudiced

witnesses, free from terror and disinterested, quite calm,

who can affirm upon serious reflection, that they have

seen, heard, and interrogated these vampires, and who

have been the witnesses of their operations ; and I am
persuaded that no such witness will be found.

I have by me a letter, which has been sent me from

Warsaw, the 3d of February, 1745, by M. Slivisk,

VOL. II. M
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visitor of the province of Priests of the mission of

Poland. He sends me word, that having studied with

great care this matter, and having proposed to compose

on this subject a theological and physical dissertation,

he had collected some memoirs with that view; but

that the occupations of visitor and superior in the house

of his congregation of Warsaw, had not allowed of his

putting his project in execution;—that he has since

sought in vain for these memoirs or notes, which have

probably remained in the hands of some of those to

whom he had communicated them ; that amongst these

notes were two resolutions of the Sorbonne, which both

forbade cutting off the head and maiming the body of

any of these pretended oupires or vampires. He adds,

that these decisions may be found in the registers of the

Sorbonne, from the year 1700 to 1710. I shall report

by and by, a decision of the Sorbonne on this subject,

dated in the year 1691.

He says, moreover, that in Poland they are so per-

suaded of the existence of these oupires, that any one

who thought otherwise would be regarded almost as a

heretic. There are several facts concerning this matter,

which are looked upon as incontestable, and many per-

sons are named as witnesses of them. " I gave myself

the trouble," says he, "to go to the fountain-bead, and

examine those who are cited as ocular witnesses." He
found that no one dared to affirm that they had really

seen the circumstances in question, and that it was all

merely reveries and fancies, caused by fear and un-

founded discourse. So writes to me this wise and

judicious priest.
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I have also received since, another letter from Vienna

in Austria, written the 3d of August, 1746, by a Lor-

raine baron," who has always followed his prince. He
tells me, that in 1742, his imperial majesty, then his

royal highness of Lorraine, had several verbal acts

drawn up concerning these cases, which happened in

Moravia. I have them by me still ; I have read them

over and over again ; and to be frank, I have not found

in them the shadow of truth, nor even of probability, in

what is advanced. They are, nevertheless, documents

which in that country are looked upon as true as the

Gospel.

M. le Baron Touesaint.

M 2



CHAPTEE LX.

THE MORAL IMPOSSIBILITY OF THE KEVENANS COMING OUT OF THEIK GKAVES.

I have already proposed the objection formed upon

the impossibility of these vampires coming out of their

graves, and returning to them again, without its ap-

pearing that they have disturbed the earth, either in

coming out or going in again. No one has ever replied

to this difficulty, and never will. To say that the

demon subtilizes and spiritualizes the bodies of vam-

pires, is a thing asserted without proof or likelihood.

The fluidity of the blood, the ruddiness, the supple-

ness of these vampires, ought not to surprise any one,

any more than the growth of the nails and hair, and

their bodies remaining undecayed. We see every day,

bodies which remain uncorrupted, and retain a ruddy

colour after death. This ought not to appear strange

in those who die without malady and a sudden death

;

or of certain maladies, known to our physicians, which

do not deprive the blood of its fluidity, or the limbs of

their suppleness.

With regard to the growth of the hair and nails in

bodies which are not yet decayed, the thing is quite

natural. There remains in those bodies a certain slow

and imperceptible circulation of the humours, which
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causes this growth of the nails and hair, in the same

way that we every day see common bulbs grow and

shoot, although without any nourishment derived from

the earth.

The same may be said of flowers, and in general of

all that depends on vegetation in animals and plants.

The belief of the common people of Greece in the

return to earth of the vroucolacas, is not much better

founded than that of vampires and ghosts. It is only

the ignorance, the prejudice, the terror of the Greeks,

which have given rise to this vain and ridiculous belief,

and which they keep up even to this very day. The

narrative which we have reported after M. Tournefort,

an ocular witness and a good philosopher, may suffice

to undeceive those who would maintain the contrary.

The incorruption of the bodies of those who died

in a state of excommunication, has still less founda-

tion than the return of the vampires, and the

vexations of the living caused by the vroucolacas

;

antiquity has had no similar belief. The schismatic

Greeks, and the heretics separated from the Church of

Rome, who certainly died excommunicated, ought,

upon this principle, to remain uncorrupted ; which is

contrary to experience, and repugnant to good sense.

And if the Greeks pretend to be the true Church, all

the Roman Catholics, who have a separate communion

from them, ought then also to remain undecayed.

The instances cited by the Greeks either prove

nothing, or prove too much. Those bodies which have

not decayed, were really excommunicated, or not. If

they were canonically and really excommunicated, then
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the question falls to the ground. If they were not

really and canonically excommunicated, then it must

be proved that there was no other cause of incorrup-

tion,—which can never he proved.

Moreover, any thing so equivocal as incorruption,

cannot be adduced as a proof in so serious a matter as

this. It is owned, that often the bodies of saints are

preserved from decay ; that is looked upon as certain,

among the Greeks as among the Latins—therefore, we

cannot thence conclude that this same incorruption is a

proof that a person is excommunicated.

In short, this proof is universal and general, or only

particular. I mean to say, either all excommunicated

persons remain undecayed, or only a few of them. We
cannot maintain that all those who die in a state of

excommunication, are incorruptible. For then all the

Greeks towards the Latins, and the Latins towards

the Greeks, would be undecayed, which is not the case.

That proof then is very frivolous, and nothing can be

concluded from it. I mistrust, a great deal, all those

stories which are related to prove this pretended incor-

ruptibility of excommunicated persons. If well ex-

amined, many of them would doubtless be found to be

false.



CHAPTER LXI.

WHAT IS RELATED CONOERHINO THE BODIES OP THE EXCOMMUNICATED

LEAVICT} THE CHURCH, IS SUBJECT TO VERY GREAT DIFFICULTIES.

Whatever respect I may feel for St. Gregory the

Great, who relates some instances of deceased persons

who died in a state of excommunication going out of

the church before the eyes of every one present ; and

whatever consideration may be due to other authors

whom I have cited, and who relate other circumstances

of a similar nature, and even still more incredible,

I cannot believe that we have these legends with all the

circumstances belonging to them ; and after the reasons

for doubt which I have recorded at the end of these

stories, I believe I may again say, that God, to inspire

the people with still greater fear of excommunication,

and a greater regard for the sentences and censures of

the Church, has willed on these occasions, for reasons

unknown to us, to show forth his power, and work

a miracle in the sight of the faithful ; for how can we

explain all these things without having recourse to the

miraculous? All that is said of persons who being

dead chew under ground in their graves, is so pitiful,

so puerile, that it is not worthy of being seriously
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refuted. Every body owns that too often people are

buried who are not quite dead. There are but too

many instances of this in ancient and modern his-

tories. The thesis of M. Vinslow, and the notes added

thereto by M. Bruhier, serve to prove that there are

few certain signs of real death except the putridity of

a body being at least begun. We have an infinite

number of instances of persons supposed to be dead,

who have come to life again, even after they have been

put in the ground. There are I know not how many

maladies in which the patient remains for a long time

speechless, motionless, and without sensible respiration.

Some drowned persons who have been thought dead,

have been revived by care and attention.

All this is well known, [and may serve to explain

how some vampires have been taken out of their graves,

and have spoken, cried, howled, vomited blood, and all

that because they were not yet dead. They have been

killed by beheading them, piercing their heart, and

burning them ; in all which people were very wrong,

for the pretext on which they acted, of their pretended

reappearance to disturb the living, causing their death,

and maltreating them, is not a sufficient reason for

treating them thus. Besides, their pretended return

has never been proved or attested in such a way as to

authorize any one to show such inhumanity, nor to

dishonour and put rigorously to death on vague, frivo-

lous, unproved accusations, persons who were certainly

innocent of the thing laid to their charge.

For nothing is more ill-founded than what is said

of the apparitions, vexations, and confusion caused by
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the pretended vampires and the vroucolacas. I am

not surprised that the Sorbonne should have condemned

the bloody and violent executions which are exercised

on these kinds of dead bodies. But it is astonishing

that the secular powers and the magistrates do not

employ their authority and the severity of the laws

to repress them.

The magic devotions, the fascinations, the evocations

of which we have spoken, are works of darkness, opera-

tions of Satan, if they have any reality, which I can with

difficulty believe, especially in regard to magical devo-

tions, and the evocation of the manes or souls of dead

persons ; for, as to fascinations of the sight, or illusions

of the senses, it is foolish not to admit some of these, as

when we think we see what is not, or do not behold

what is present before our eyes ; or when we think we

hear a sound which in reality does not strike our ears,

or the contrary. But to say that the demon can cause

a person's death, because they have made a wax image

of him, or given his name with some superstitious

ceremonies, and have devoted him or her, so that the

persons feel themselves dying as their image melts

away, is ascribing to the demon too much power, and

to magic too much might. God can, when he wills it,

loosen the rein of the enemy of mankind, and permit

him to do us the harm which he and his agents may

seek to do us"; but it would be ridiculous to believe that

the Sovereign Master of nature can be determined by

magical incantations to allow the demon to hurt us;

or to imagine that the magician has the power to excite

the demon against us, independently of God.

m 3
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The instance of that peasant who gave his child

to the devil, and whose life the devil first took

away and then restored, is one of those extraordinary

and almost incredible circumstances which are some-

times to be met with in history, and which neither

theology nor philosophy knows how to explain. Was
it a demon who animated the body of the boy, or did

his soul re-enter his body by the permission of God ?

By what authority did the demon take away this boy's

life, and then restore it to him ? God may have per-

mitted it to punish the impiety of the wretched father,

who had given himself to the devil to satisfy a

shameful and criminal passion. And again, how could

he satisfy it with a demon, who appeared to him in

the form of a girl he loved ? In all that I see only

darkness and difficulties, which I leave to be resolved

by those who are more learned or bolder than myself.
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